
by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

In August of 2007, the Pres-
idents of the Seven Lakes
Landowners Association
[SLLA] and Seven Lakes
Country Club [SLCC] signed
an agreement that ensured
the Club’s golf course would
never be carved up into res-
idential building lots.

On February 15 of this
year, the Club filed with the
Moore County Register of
Deeds a Declaration, or set
of Covenants, that would, in
fact, allow the golf course to
be converted into residential

building lots.
The obvious question is:

“How did this happen?”

Why Country Club
Covenants?

When the news broke, in
late 2006, that Seven Lakes
Country Club was consider-
ing the sale of its old driving
range for residential devel-
opment, it sent shock waves
through the community,
which had never imagined
that the five-acre expanse of
grass beside the South Gate
would ever be anything but

New covenants
won’t protect
golf course
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The Seven Lakes

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Seven Lakes ended the
decade just past with 1,674

more residents than when
it began — a 52 percent jump
that took the community’s
total population from 3,214

to 4,888.
But that hefty growth rate

is by no means the county’s
highest. Just released early
figures from the 2010 US
Census show that the Village
of Foxfire increased its pop-
ulation from 478 to 901, a
91 percent gain that repre-
sents the county’s fastest
growth rate.

Though Seven Lakes is not
officially a town (the Census
Bureau calls it a “Census-
Designated Place”), it is Moore
County’s fourth largest com-
munity, trailing only Pine-
hurst (13,124), Southern
Pines (12,334), and Aberdeen

Census: 7 Lakes up 50%

Foxfire nearly doubles
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Pinewood Derby!

Grant and Grayson Oldham of Seven Lakes North show off their Pinewood Derby cars at
the West End Cub Scout Pack 98 race on Saturday, March 12. Grayson is headed to the
District finals with the other winners: Cade McGlaughlin, Gabe Wachter, Luke Bullock,
Joshua Joyce, Dawson Grey, Andrew Bower, John Venjohn, and Nathan Auman. Also recog-
nized were Everette Parsons with the Cubmaster’s Award, and Good Sportsmanship win-
ners, Luke Scepurek and Taylor McGwire.

by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

Two weeks prior to the end
of his term, Treasurer Denny
Galford resigned his position
on  the  Seven  Lakes
Landowners Association
[SLLA] Board of Directors in
a surprise announcement at
the conclusion of the Mon-
day, March 14 Work Ses-
sion.

Unwilling to violate a self-
imposed code of silence that
has become common practice
for sitting SLLA directors,
Galford first peppered Com-
munity  Manager  A l ina
Cochran with a to-do list of
financially-related items and
then read a statement of his
intent to resign and explained
his decision to directly
address his critics.

“Early in my term as a vol-
unteer board member, there
were many unfavorable com-
ments directed only to me,”

Galford said. “However,
recently the tone is a return
to what we had four or five
years ago. It is unbelievable
what Board members are
receiving; and, as volunteers,
we do not deserve that level
of abuse.”

He specifically cited criti-
cism alleging director incom-
petence over a recently
approved amendment to the
2007 Agreement between the
Association and the Seven
Lakes Country Club [SLCC]
over future development of
the old driving range. Galford
expressed his disappointment
in The Times for being “quick
to print” negative viewpoints.

“Saying we allowed the
Club to destroy property val-
ues ignores what members
understand: when the prop-
erty values will drop is when
the Club ceases to exist,”
Galford said. “The Club is

Galford resigns
from SLLA Board

(See “Covenants,” p. 25)

(See “Galford,” p. 18)(See “Census,” p. 2)
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by Darrell Marks
Seven Lakes Business Guild

The Seven Lakes Business
Guild has planned two com-
munity building events for
the Spring season. The first
will be a members only yard
sale to be held in front on
Phoenix Fashions on Satur-
day, March 26 from 7 am
until 1 pm.  

Member businesses are
encouraged to set up and rid
themselves of unwanted mer-
chandise, equipment, or any-
thing else they are tired of
having around their homes
or businesses. The event will
be free to all members and
nonmembers can join the

Guild right up until the day
of the event.

A second Spring event will
be the first-ever “Spring Meet
The Merchants.” Patterned
after the traditional Fall event,
this event will be Saturday,
April 30, 11 am to 3 pm.
Businesses are encouraged
to participate so the com-
munity can see what the
Seven Lakes business com-

munity has to offer. Enter-
tainment and free food will
be available, and the event
is free to all members to set
up their tables or booths. 

Information about either
event can be obtained by
calling Guild President Darrell
Marks at 673-5998.

While on the subject of
Spring, the Guild hopes that
the community will take note

of the extensive refurbishing
of plant beds and natural
areas throughout the busi-
ness community.

Every Spring, Evergreen
Lawn Maintenance, one of
the Guild’s Platinum mem-
bers, works for several weeks
to remove the ill effects of
Winter and prepare the area
for the budding and blooming
that trumpets in another

Spring.
This year, several local busi-

nesses expanded their own
refurbishing, and through a
coordinated effort with Linda
Geiger of the Seven Lakes
Beautification Committee,
and included the large plant-
ed areas along the west side
of Highway 211 and at the
entrance to Seven Lakes
West.

In addition to the Beauti-
fication Committee, this proj-
ect was paid for by Phoenix
Fashions, Casa Garcia Mex-
ican Restaurant and The
Brick Oven Bistro. 

The Guild is still seeking
new and more members for
2011. To learn more about
the Seven Lakes Business
Guild, contact any guild
member or call Darrell Marks
at 673-5998.

Guild plans two Spring community events
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(6,350). Among the big towns,
Pinehurst is, in the 2010
Census, now larger than
Southern Pines, having added
3,418 to its population in
ten years, compared to 1,416
for Southern Pines.

Aberdeen is not only sig-
nificantly larger than Seven
Lakes, it is growing much
faster, posting an 87% gain
in ten years, versus 52% for
Seven Lakes.

Overall, the county’s pop-
ulation grew by 18%, from
74,769 to 88,247.

The number of housing
un i t s  in  Seven  Lakes
increased from 1,537 in 2000
to 2,352 in 2010. In 2000,
91% of those units were occu-
pied at the time the Census

was taken. In 2010, that fig-
ure was 89 percent.

In 2000, 32 percent of Fox-
fire Village’s housing stock
was sitting vacant, according
to Census figures, which
indicated only 222 of the Vil-
lage’s 302 dwellings were
occupied.

But that figure is cut in
half in the 2010 results,
which reports only 16 percent
of dwellings unoccupied —
86 of 523 total units.

The Census figures reveal
a subtle shift in the makeup
of Seven Lakes. In 2000, 15
percent of the population
was  aged  18  yea rs  o r
younger; in 2010, that per-
centage had grown to 18 per-
cent.

Foxfire Village experienced

a similar shift, with the per-
centage of children rising
from 11 percent ot 13 per-
cent.

The 2010 data that is cur-
rently available doesn’t yet
break out finer age categories
in the adult population.



Seven Lakes Plaza • 910-673-2314
Monday – Saturday 10 – 5

7 Lakes
Consignments

Rogers Brothers International Silver Service
for 12 in Original Box

Fine China including Wedgewood,
Noritake & Haviland

Towle Carving Set & Steak Knives
Great Furniture & Artwork

Many Lamps & Quality Prints
Designer Clothing including Liz,

Talbots And More
Designer Purses and Shoes

Entertainment Centers

MANY
ITEMS50%

OFF

Inventory Reduction
SALE!

The people of West End
United Methodist Church
4015 NC Highway 73, West End, NC 27376
Sunday School 9:45 am Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am

Pastor - Dr. Won Namkoong • Phone: 673-1371
o

NOW OPEN! 
Stacey Connell King, Owner/Stylist

Hailey Edmonds, Stylist

910-673-0220910-673-0220

(Continued from front page)
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by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

Immediately prior to their
March 14 Work Session, the
Seven Lakes Landowners
Association [SLLA] Board
held a closed meeting to dis-
cuss dues collections policies
with Community Manager
Alina Cochran and the Talis
upper management team.

“The collection policy
brought forward will codify
the steps that will be taken,
w i th  var ious  not i ces , ”
explained Vince Matal, Pres-
ident of Talis Management
Group. “The idea is to get a
firm stable policy that can
be addressed uniformly
across the board.”

The proposed collection
policy outlines steps for a
first notice, second notice,
third notice, and then how
the matter could be poten-
tially resolved with a lien or
foreclosure proceeding. Matal
described the policy as stan-
dard practice, with a slightly
modified approach for Seven
Lakes.

I t  was  no ted  tha t  an
account that had been delin-
quent for years was recently
paid in full after a lien was
filed on the property.

“It’s fair. It’s equitable. It’s
consistent, and it will get us
our money,” said Director
Kent Droppers. “This is a
great step.”

The proposed policy will
be posted on the community
website and is available at
the office for review. Action
on the policy will be consid-
ered by the incoming Board
at a future meeting.

“Our intent is to get this
on the table and to get
landowners to start looking
ahead. It will be up to the
next Board to, hopefully,
approve it at the end of April,”
explained SLLA President
Randy Zielsdorf.

Finance
Referring to accounting

concerns that he addressed
in February, Treasurer Denny
Galford said that a number
of items have been corrected,
including the beginning bal-
ance sheet.

He also noted that a journal
entry was added this month

to reflect a two month billing
for contracted security serv-
ices that had been recorded
as zero in January and a
double expense in February:
a problem initiated by SFI’s
failure to produce a January

invoice.
Galford also noted there

was a question about the
large amount of money in
fines and said the concern
will be addressed.

“It was a problem that had
been created within our own
system, and we need to have
it corrected,” he said. “I am
disappointed that it has taken
until this month to get some
of these items corrected, but
I’m pleased they have now
been corrected.”

Zielsdorf said there had
been a few bumps in the road
during the transition to Talis
Management, but he antici-
pated the next few months
would be a much smoother
process.

“Part of what we’re fighting
is we had a manager in place
for twenty-three or twenty-
four years,” Zielsdorf said.
“A certain cultural mindset
gets built into the process.
Some changes that Talis

brought in will
be better in the
long run. We
just need to get
over the mind-
set that just
because we did
it this way for

decades doesn’t mean there
isn’t a better way to do it.”

Talis has been in place
handling SLLA management
just over a year. Talis Presi-
dent Vince Matal said the
company has occasionally
struggled with the uniqueness
of Seven Lakes needs.

“But I’m sure we will move
forward with better knowl-
edge, and we’re looking for-
ward to getting even better,”
said Matal.

Reserve Study
Direc tor  Bud Shaver

expressed disappointment in
his fellow Board for their lack
of input and progress on rec-
ommendations he submitted
after his review of the Reserve

Study.
“The response has been

deafening by its silence,” he
admonished.

Shaver recommended that
the incoming Board should
be provided with a compre-
hensive packet of materials,
including the covenants, cur-
rent budget, updated rules
and regulations, and the
Reserve Study documents.

Other Business
In other business on Mon-

day, March 14, the SLLA
Board:

•  Voted the proxy ballot for
the upcoming Board of Direc-
tors election. The top four
candidates were selected in
the first round and all mem-
ber proxy ballots will be
counted accordingly.

•  Approved the use of the
fenced area adjacent to the
maintenance building as
secured on-site storage, as
requested by Davenport
Landscaping. If space is ade-
quate for their needs, the
contractor will supply a lock
and, potentially, install secu-
rity cameras at that location.

•  Recommended  tha t
Cochran review and reconcile
the difference in frequency
anticipated for mowing on
the dams between the con-
tract with Davenport Land-
scaping and the recommen-
dation of dam engineering
firm S&ME.

• Heard from Cochran that
mud and collapsing walls are
a problem at the yard debris
site. Brooks Hauling, who

SLLA Board, Talis lay out collections process

MCLENDON HILLS OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, March 22 • 11:30 – 1:30

720 Broken Ridge Trail . . . . . . . . . . . $510,000
3000 sq.ft.  •  4 Bedrooms  • 3 acres

BB&T Special Financing!*

219 Beths Point. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $695,000
3600 sq.ft.  •  4 Bedrooms Lakefront

BB&T Special Financing!*

452 McLendon Hills Drive . . . . . . . . $599,000
5000 sq.ft.  •  4/5 Bedrooms  •  2-acres w/ Pool and Workshop

171 Lost Trail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $689,000
3500 sf.ft.  •  4 Bedrooms 5-acres w/ Fence & Barn

*BB&T is offering 95% financing with No PMI!

McLendon Hills is located on Hwy. 211 one mile west of Seven Lakes

www.mclendonhills.com         910-673-4951

!"#$
(See “SLLA,” p. 29)



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by Stacy Naughton
Times Reporter

The Seven Lakes West
Landowners Association
Board  unan imous l y
approved, during its Tuesday,
March 8 Work Session, a
Financial Investment Strategy
Policy that will be used for
the Association’s cash and
reserves. Treasurer Don
Freiert outlined the policy’s
three goals for his fellow
directors. They are:

• First, to preserve the prin-
cipal or the safety of invested
funds. 

• Second, to allow the Asso-
ciation ready access to funds
needed on a short term basis. 

•  Third, to attain the high-
est yield possible on invested
funds. Implementation of the
Investment Strategy Policy
will be coordinated with the
goals of the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee so that the
availability of cash is sched-
uled to coincide with future
projects. 

Events Committee Director
Jane Sessler said she was
“happy to see long range
planning” coupled with “long
range finances.” 

Freiert emphasized that

the goals of the new policy
can be met by having both
short and long term
strategies. The short
term strategy is to
have enough money
in a checking or
money  marke t
account to meet
three months worth
of operating expens-
es, which Freiert estimated
at $225,000.

The long term strategy
would take the balance of
the Association’s funds and
distribute it into three cate-
gories: Safety, Liquidity, and
Yield Maximization. “Safety”
would be invested in Certifi-
cates of Deposit, US debt
instruments such as treasury
obligations, and corporate
debt with “investment grade”
ratings. 

“Liquidity” investments
should be set up so that
money can be removed from
accounts before maturity at
a very minimal cost, Freiert
said. “Yield Maximization”
funds will allow the Treasurer
to examine alternate invest-
ments and find the best yields
available at any time for the
Association. 

On a quarterly basis, the
Treasurer will report to the

Board on upcoming financial
needs, investments, and rein-
vestments of available funds
— and also report on the
principal activities in the
Association’s investment port-
folio.

Lake Auman Rules
The Board unanimously

approved during its Work
Session a second reading of
the proposed changes to Lake
Auman rules and buoy place-
ment, with an amendment
to eliminate one buoy next
to Lake Auman dam. 

Lake & Dam Director Mick
Herdrich presented the
changes to the Board, and
also noted that there is
money in the budget to hire
someone to patrol the lake
and enforce rules — especially
on weekends.

At first warnings will be

Board approves investment strategy

Geothermal heating and cooling
uses the earth’s renewable energy
to save you up to 60% on your
energy bills, while also bringing
comfort to your family with even
temperatures all year long.

Sunbelt Mechanical is a certified green professional
and an accredited installer of geothermal systems...

Call us today 944-2044

Heating and Cooling

707-H S. Pinehurst St.
Aberdeen • 910-944-2044

Full Service for all Brands

673-1180
114 Edgewater Drive
Seven Lakes North
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Feeling Good is
the Fun of It!
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5336 NC Hwy 211 • West End
Tues - Sat 11 – 4 • 910-673-2065

Antique and
Consignment Center

(See “Westside,” p. 15)


 
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by Stacy Naughton
Times Reporter

The Greater Seven Lake
Community Council [GSLCC]
met with the Moore County
Board of Commissioners on
Tuesday, March 8 to discuss
water, zoning, the county
budget, and road standards
in private communities. 

Though the Council also
wanted to weigh in on the
proposed Pine Forest subdi-
vision, County Attorney Misty
Leland told Council members
and the audience that the
Board of Commissioners
could not receive any com-
ments or questions pertaining
to the Pine Forest develop-
ment because quasi-judicial
public hearings are still
underway. The next Pine For-
est hearing is scheduled for
a Special Board of Commis-
sioners meeting on Tuesday,
March  29  a t  5  pm in
Carthage.  

Seven Lakes Water
In response to Council

questions, Public Works
Director Dennis Brobst laid
out three water supply
options for Seven Lakes. 

The first option is to simply
continue to use the one mil-

lion gallons per day water
piped from Pinehurst to Seven
Lakes through a water main
that parallels NC Highway
21. Though this is adequate
to meet Seven Lakes’ needs
on most days, on peak irri-
gation days in the Summer,
Seven Lakers have consumed
more than 800,000 gallons
per day. Without some addi-
tional supply, Brobst said,
the Seven Lakes community
could “tap out” of water. 

The county has expanded
the supply of water produced
in Pinehurst with new wells
5A, 6A, and 3A. Water supply
management  w i l l  be
enhanced through a newly
completed computerized
SCADA system that can
report exactly where improve-

ments are needed, so the
community can get the
“biggest bang for the buck”
said Brobst. 

A second option for pro-
viding more water to Seven
Lakes is to extend a water
line down NC Highway 73
from the Dormie Club, anoth-
er private community, to
Seven Lakes. That $1.5 mil-
lion upgrade would provide
some redundancy to the NC
Highway 211 water line,
Brobst said, but would would
not actually increase the
amount of water available in
the overall system.

Northwest Moore
Water District

The third solution is to
incorporate Seven Lakes into

the Northwest Moore Water
District [NMWD] which would
consist of the Ritter, Deep
River, Sheffield, Bensalem
townships and, possibly, the
Town of Robbins. 

When it was first launched,
several years ago, the NMWD
failed to attract enough sign-
ups for county water in the
mostly rural area of Northern
Moore County. Only four
hundred homes responded. 

Commiss i one r  Cra i g
Kennedy, who lives in the

Robbins area said he felt,
today, more people would be
interested, “I live in the area,
and it will be a door to door
effort this time around,”
assured Kennedy. 

Kennedy’s assurances did
not stop Business Guild Pres-
ident Darrell Marks from
questioning the County’s
motives for wanting to incor-
porate Seven Lakes into the
NMWD. He asked whether
Seven Lakes was being

Commissioners meet with 7 Lakes Council

WHY SHOP AT
SANDHILLS WINERY?

www.sandhillswinery.com

- BEST PRICES IN TOWN -
(YES! - We beat grocery store prices!)

- SUPER SELECTION -
(Everyday wines & Special wines)

- FREE DELIVERY ON CASES -
- FRIENDLY AND KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF -

(Let us show you new wines to suit your palate)
- A FUN PLACE TO BE - 

(Join us at the Wine Bar or Outdoor Patio!)

STACKHOUSE
PLUMBING

Company, Inc.

Your Hometown Plumber Since 1983!
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www.pinehurstvets.com

Dr. Mari Ellen Brown and her
staff offer individualized care
for your pet feline and
canines in the Pinehurst area.
Every pet is different and
unique and requires a special
wellness plan.

910-420-2890
Call our office today to
schedule an appointment
or to take a tour!

Targhee Small Animal
Hospital

ST. MARY MAGDALENE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rev. Robert H. Brown The Rev. Fred L. Thompson The Rev. Carol J. Burgess
Vicar Priest Associate Deacon

The Episcopal Church Welcomes YOU!

Sunday Worship Schedule
Holy Communion - 9:30 am
Adult Christian Education - 10:45 am

Tuesday Mornings
Intercessory Prayer
& Healing Service - 11:00 am

Over 30 Years of Service to Christ Through People
1145 Seven Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes, NC

(910) 673-3838

(See “Seven Lakes,” p. 14)
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by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

With a unanimous nod of
approval, the Foxfire Village
Council accepted a charitable
donation of 156 acres of
undeveloped land along the
recently completely Woodland
Circle Extension during their
regular monthly meeting on
Tuesday, March 8.

Calling it a momentous
decision, Mayor George Erick-
son thanked his fellow coun-
cilmen for their careful con-
sideration of the gift, which
was offered by the McKean
Brothers Trust earlier this
year in lieu of the $1.4
assessment due on the prop-
erty. 

Initiated five years ago by
a petition of property owners,
the $1.9 million 1.5 mile
Woodland Circel Extension
project was assessed to four-
teen landowners, using an
equal rate per acre method-
ology — a formula that placed
the majority burden, at
approximately 75% of the
total, on McKean’s land.

In the last few weeks, the
Council debated the legal
consequences of accepting
the gift versus obtaining the
property through a foreclo-
sure process, concerned in
particular about the impact
if environmental contamina-
tion were found at a later
date by a developer.

With no clear answers, a
large price tag on the research
it would take to get answers,
and the first loan payment
on the project due in less
than a month, a decision
was taken.

“We’re going to get the land
one way or another. We may
as well not do it the hard
way,” said Councilman Ed
Lauer. “If they don’t pay and
we go to court, we’ll still get
the land as is.”

The fair market value of
the property exceeds the
assessment lien, thus the
resolution declared the debt
of the assessment paid in
full.

Woodland Circle loan
The first loan payment on

the Woodland Circle Exten-
sion is due on April 3. In a
Special Meeting in February,

the Council approved a
financing revision with BB&T
Bank requesting a two-year
grace period of interest-only
payments. If the loan revision
request is approved by the
NC Local Government Com-
mission, Finance Director
Leslie Frusco estimated the
first payment will be $29,000
— a low figure that reflects
unexpended funds returned
to BB&T when the project
came in under budget.

“We are committed to make
an interest-only payment,
and whatever is collected this
year in addition will be sent
as principal payment,” Frusco

said. “If we collect $100,000,
then we will send that entire
amount.”

Finance
Frusco reported that the

General  Fund stood at
$787,106 including $16,526
in Powell Bill funds, $20,981
in the Stonehill Pines fund,
and $50,033 in capital
restricted reserves, as of Feb-
ruary 28. The Water Fund
stands at $268,980, with an
additional $135,461 held in
restricted escrow for a new
well.

In March, Mayor George
Erickson, Frusco and Coun-

cilman Vic Koos will attend
an online webinar sponsored
by the NC School of Govern-
ment, entitled “Citizen Par-
ticipation in Local Govern-
ment Budgeting.”

“We seek as much guidance
as we possibly can as we
embark  on  the  budget
process,” said Frusco. “Not
only seeking public input,
but we want to make sure
our residents understand the
budget process and what we
need to do and why we need
to do it — especially when
you have tenuous economic
times.”

A budget work session has

been scheduled for Wednes-
day, March 30 at 6:00 pm.

Surplus water meters
Frusco recommended two

options to liquidate approx-
imately 400 old water meters
held in storage —and also
add a bit of revenue to the
Village coffers.

Option one is to sell the
meters on a government sur-
plus website, option two is
to sell the meters as scrap
metal. With metal prices run-
ning high, she estimated each
meter could sell for $12 to
$15 on the scrap market.

Foxfire accepts land in lieu of $1.4 million

SHANNON STITES, Broker, SFR

SHANNON STITES, BROKER
YOUR SEVEN LAKES NEIGHBOR!

SEARCH ALL MOORE COUNTY LISTINGS AT

WWW.SHANNONSTITES.COM
(910) 992-6231

ShannonStites@gmail.com

48 RICHMOND • FOXFIRE

GOLF FRONT BRICK $320,000

113 LONGLEAF • 7LW

4BR + BONUS  $320,000

119 PHILLIPS • 7LW

WATER FRONT  $450,000

116 DENNIS CIRCLE • 7LW

WATERFRONT  $504,000

130 FAWNWOOD DR • 7LW

4BR + BONUS  $339,900

116 SHAGBARK • 7LN

WATERFRONT $175,000

528 LONGLEAF • 7LW

UPGRADES & DETAILS GALORE!  $495,000

230 FINCH GATE • 7LW

GOLF FRONT CRAFTSMAN! $350,000

497 LONGLEAF • 7LW

SPACIOUS & BARGAIN PRICED!  $325,000

172 MORRIS • 7LW

SPACIOUS & MOVEIN READY!  $250,000

120 FOREST SQ CIR • 7LW

315 FT. GOLF FRONT  $350,000

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 1 WEEK!

165 WEDGEWOOD • 7LW

LOW MAINTENANCE, GREAT LAYOUT! $220,000

134 PEBBLE • WEST END

3/2 + UPPER LEVEL ON 2 ACRES! $150,000

UNDER CONTRACT!

114 PINECONE CT • 7LN

GREAT KITCHEN, FENCED YARD! $200,000

142 OTTER • 7LW WATERFRONT

CRAFTSMAN STYLE BEAUTY! $675,000

110 BLACKSTONE CT • 7LW

GREAT LAYOUT, BARGAIN PRICE!  $200,000

PRICE IMPROVED!

UNDER CONTRACT!

(See “Foxfire,” p. 19)
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by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

Cushioned from the full
impact of state budget cuts
over the last two years by a
multi-million dollar infusion
of Federal stimulus funding,
the Moore County Schools
[MCS] Board of Education is
facing a “best case scenario”
of an $8.2 million reduction
in funding for the 2011-2012
academic year.

Presenting her proposed
$90.2 million budget on Mon-
day, March 14, MCS Super-
intendent Dr. Susan Purser
recommended sweeping
changes to counter the losses,
including the grim prospect
of closing Academy Heights,
a year-round K-5 school
located in Taylortown; elim-
inating 90 positions; and
staggering school opening
and closing hours to allow
for some buses to provide
multiple routes.

The anticipated  $8.2 mil-
lion reduction includes both
the loss of $5.2 million in
federal funding and also a
$3 million cut from the state;
however, the reduction in
state funding could climb as
high as $9 million — repre-
senting a 15% reduction.

“We looked at every place
possible to generate funds,”
Purser said.

Those recommendations
included eliminating twen-
ty-five positions currently
funded by stimulus dollars;
eliminating three central office
positions; eliminating four
assistant principal positions;

reducing the maintenance
budget by $100,000; closing
Academy Heights and con-
solidating the program — a
decis ion that wi l l  save
$500,000 annually; retiring
ten school buses and estab-
lishing staggered times for
schools to allow for consoli-
dated routes — a change that
could net at least $200,000
a year; closing all offices for
five days in December; reduc-
ing teacher assistant work-
days by five; eliminating the
PD360 online professional
development program; elim-
inating the high school grad-
uation project program;
reducing the middle school
athletics budget by limiting
transportation costs by num-
ber and location of games;
realigning orchestra and band
programming; and reducing
pullout intervention pro-
grams.

In addition, several formu-
las were reworked to cut
costs, including an increase
in per square foot allotment
per custodian; an increase
from 26-to-1 to 28-to1 in the
student ratio for teacher
assistants; reductions in arts,
health, and physical educa-
tion positions; and an overall
increase of one student in
each formula ratio deter-
mined for elementary, middle,
and high school classrooms.

Purser said that although
her recommendation was an
overall reduction of ninety
positions, she would first
look to attrition to reach that
goal.

After leading the Board
through the list of drastic
cuts, Purser admitted that
they still only totaled $5 mil-
lion in cost reduction. Purser
proposed that the remaining
$3 - $4 million necessary to
balance the budget should
be drawn from the MCS fund
balance.

“We have dug deeply,” she
said. “We have gone across
the county, and we have
looked at all programs and
feel we have reduced as much
as we need to at this time.”

At the local level, the pro-
posed budget request from
the  county  r ema ins
unchanged from last year at
$26.2 million.

A copy of the proposed
budget is available on the
MCS website. A public hear-
ing on the budget is sched-

uled for Monday, March 21
at 6:00 pm at Carthage Ele-
mentary.

Spend before it’s gone
With little light at the end

of the tunnel of current eco-
nomic woes for the State of
North Carolina, the Board of
Education unanimously
approved a laundry list of
purchases that will dig deep
into a lottery account and
state facilities account for
capital needs that are set
aside for Moore County.

Unfortunately, like many
other school funding streams,
these dollars must be spent
in certain program areas and,
more specifically, cannot be
used to cover teacher salaries.

“These funds are already
there, in our account in
Raleigh,” explained School

Board Chair Laura Lang. “We
need to make sure we get
them used before they [the
state General Assembly] try
to take them back. We don’t
want to risk that.”

Improvements and pur-
chases approved include the
expansion of the Union Pines
High School cafeteria, an
auxiliary gym for Pinecrest
High school, information
technology infrastructure and
computer refreshing, and
security cameras for all school
buses.

NC Senate Bill 8
The MCS Board unani-

mously approved a resolution
opposing NC Senate Bill 8,
which would require public
school systems to share rev-
enue with charter schools.

Schools struggle with $8.2 million in cuts

REID HEART CENTER 
EDUCATION SERIES
 Join us to learn more about your heart and vascular system – how it works, what can 
go wrong and all the wonderful treatment options that are available to you at FirstHealth 
Moore Regional Hospital at the new Reid Heart Center: The FirstHealth Cardiac and 
Vascular Institute. 

reidheartcenter.org

Got Heart Problems? Come and Learn from the 
Experts Introduction to the Reid Heart Center 
Thursday, March 31, at 6 p.m.
- John F. Krahnert Jr., M.D. – Heart Surgeon, FirstHealth   
 Cardiovascular and Thoracic Center
- David Cowherd, M.D. – Cardiologist, Pinehurst Medical 
 This event will be held at the Reid Heart Center on 
the campus of FirstHealth Moore Regional Hospital. 
The Reid Heart Center is located at 120 Page Road North, 
Pinehurst, NC.
 Registration is required. Please call (910) 715-1478 or toll-
free at (800) 213-3284 for more information or to register. 

John F. Krahnert Jr., M.D.

David Cowherd, M.D.

178-20-11a

     

Criminal Defense,
Tra!c O"enses, & Animal Law

1107 Seven Lakes Drive, Suite 6
Seven Lakes Executive Center

Phone:  910-673-0009
Email:  morrislaw@embarqmail.com
Weekend Appointments Available

!"#$%&&'()$%&$*"+,$"-$.%++'/

(See “MCS,” p. 29)



by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

Seven Lakes Hardware
‘Help us stay here so we

can help you.’
Posted recently at the cor-

ner store, the message is
none too subtle and all too
true.

“We put that on our sign
so our good customers would
know we’re struggling,”
explained John Garner,
owner of Seven Lakes Hard-
ware.

A neighborhood presence
for thirty-three years, the
once modest corner hardware
store has grown with the
community from a simple
shop to a multi-faceted busi-
ness including a lumber yard,
rental department, gift island,
NAPA auto parts section, and
a garden shop.

“As Seven Lakes grew, sales
increased and we kept adding
on to the facility,” Garner
explained. “Unfortunately,
that also increased our debt,
and we have to sell quite a

bit of stuff just to break even.
I don’t think anyone foresaw
what is happening now.”

“Now,” in this case, is the
end of Seven Lakes Hard-
ware’s worst-ever Winter sell-
ing season, a point illus-
trated by a ninety percent
reduction in lumber sales.

Garner said he has cut
expenses everywhere pos-
sible without laying off
staff and has been forced
to make do with a limited
inventory; however, if they
don’t have what you’re
looking for, most likely
they can order it.

Though independently-
owned, Seven Lakes Hard-
ware is a member of the
“Do it Best” cooperative,
which allows for bulk pur-
chase pricing to compete
with major retail chains.

“We try to have what is
needed and work hard to
be competitive on prices,”
Garner said, “which is why
we encourage people to
shop local. Even if some-

thing costs a little cheaper
somewhere else, you are
spending on fuel costs to go
get it.”

Looking for new opportu-
nities to grow and satisfy

customer needs, Seven Lakes
Hardware has started extend-
ing their hours to 7:00 pm
on Thursday and Friday
evenings — they open at 7:30
am six days a week. They
also initiated a new Saturday
afternoon workshop series
featuring “do it yourself”
classes on electrical systems;
painting, gardening and land-
scaping; how to use a pres-
sure washer and other tools;
and basic auto maintenance;
among others.

The store offers a 10% dis-
count at Mac’s Restaurant
with every hardware store
receipt, and even plans to
stock some produce this
Summer. Making sure they
have all their potential cus-
tomers covered, they have
Spanish-speaking staff on-
hand to assist if needed.

“The money we make stays
here in the community,” Gar-
ner told The Times. “What
we make, we put back in the
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Doing business despite a tough economy

120 MacDougall Drive  • 673-7467
Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6 pm • Sat 8:30 am – Noon

!"#$%&'(#)'*+$*",#%-*..(/%*,%01%!*,2$(#%"'%3(##44

It’s a natural,
safe, effective
way to combat
constipation

. . .
AND IT WORKS!

CCLLEEAANNSSEE MMOORREE
IISS NNOOWW IINN!!

DDRR.. CCHHRRIISS MMEELLEETTIISS
FFRREEEE LLEECCTTUURREE!!

&"5('62.%78$2'8.%9(':8.
38;8$*<(=%7",>?'8@+*,A

-"'@2.8

If you’re interested in learning more
about Stress/Adrenal Fatigue,
Bio-Identical Hormones and
the Hormone Symphony . . .

Dr. Chris Meletis will speak
at the Sunrise Theater in Southern Pines
on April 6th, 2011 at 7:15pm.  

Dr. Meletis is the medical director for
Complimentary Prescriptions has written
19 books and published over 200 articles
on these topics and we hope you will join us!

Friendly Staff • Courteous Service
Coldest Beer • Biscuits • Fried Chicken • Pizza

Lottery • HD Satellite TV • Internet
Special Cigarette Deals • Locally Owned & Operated

4219 HWY 211 • SEVEN LAKES, NC 27376
673-1663 • friendlymart@embarqmail.com

The sign says it all.

(See “Hardware,” p. 12)
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by Stacy Naughton
Times Reporter

Concerns about two ailing
Commissioners led Chairman
Nick Picerno to call off the
scheduled resumption of a
lengthy public hearing on
the Pine Forest PUD rezoning
request that was slated for
the Moore County's Board
of Commissioners Tuesday,
March 15 regular meeting.

Both Commissioners Tim
Lea and Jimmy Melton are
recovering from health issues.
The Pine Forest hearing is
scheduled to resume at a
Tuesday, March 29 Special
meeting of the Board, starting
at 5:00 pm.

East Moore Water District
Meeting as the Board of

Directors of the East Moore
Water District [EMWD], the
Commissioners approved a
service and water purchase
contract between EMWD and
the County that bring up to
1.25 million gallons per day
of water from the district to
county customers in Vass,
Hyland Hills, Pinehurst, and
Seven Lakes.

The Moore County Public
Works Department will pay
the EMWD for water used
monthly. EMWD will pay
Public Works for meter instal-
lation and tap-ons to the
water system in the District.

Water System Upgrade
With Commissioner Tim

Lea in opposition, the Board
approved a pre-application
to the NC Rural Economic
Development Center for a
waterline upgrade project on
Midland Road that will allow
expansion of Carolina Eye
Associates [CAE].

The total cost of the water-
line upgrade is $724,800,
less a grant from the Rural
Center for $151,000. The
grant will be given with an
agreement that fifteen new
jobs will be created by the
CAE expansion. 

Moore County is picking
up the tab for two-thirds —
or $408,200 — after the grant
is applied to the project, leav-
ing CAE to pay the remaining
$166,600. The upgrade will
allow CAE to meet Pinehurst
fire flow regulations of 1,500

gallons per minute and will
also help eliminate a bottle-
necking problem in portions
of the county water system
that serve customers in Pine-
hurst. 

Commissioner Lea argued

that the project will set a
precedent for developers and
businesses to come to Moore
County requesting money for
similar ventures. The county
hopes to recoup $241,600
from future tap on fees to

help cover the cost of the
project. 

Other Business
In other business during

their March 15 meeting, the
Comissioners approved $26

million in borrowing to fund
expansion and improvements
at the Addor wastewater
treatment plant.

Visit www.sevenlakes-
times.com for additional
reporting on the meeting.

We’ll be cuttin’ a rug,

Gonna bop ‘til we drop,

We hope you’ll join us for a

1950s Sock Hop!

Join us at B E L L E  M E A D E

T H U R S DAY, M A R C H  2 4 th 6:00-9:00 PM

We’re not gonna RRoocckk AArroouunndd tthhee CClloocckk, but we will be AAtt tthhee HHoopp from 6 to 9pm.
Put on your poodle skir ts and pegged pants and SSttrroollll on over to TTwwiisstt tthhee NNiigghhtt AAwwaayy!

We need to know that you’ll be there so please let us know by 3/21/11.
CChhaanncceess AArree that we will have a good time.

MMeemmoorriieess AArree MMaaddee OOff TThhiiss!

Call 910.246.1008 before 3/21/11.
(62 years of age plus please)

Dance to music provided by DJ King Curtiss
Enjoy all your favorite foods from the 1950s
Enter the contest for Best Costume (costumes not required)

Nationally
Accredited

St. Joseph of the Pines
is the leading provider of
senior living & healthcare

serving the Sandhills region
since 1948.

wwwwww.. ss jjpp ..oo rrgg
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Board delays Pine Forest Hearing to March 29
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by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

No action was taken, during
the Thursday, March 10
meeting of the Moore County
Planning Board, on a pro-
posed text amendment to the
Moore County Zoning Ordi-
nance to reduce the setbacks
to zero for accessory struc-
tures within the Gated Com-
munity-Seven Lakes Zoning
district.

Joan Frost, Community
Manager of the Seven Lakes
West Landowners Association
[SLWLA], asked the Planning
Board to table consideration
of the amendment to allow
for further discussion at the
homeowner association level.

The Gated Community-
Seven Lakes Zoning [GC-SL]
district encompasses the
Westside community as well
as all properties in Seven
Lakes North and South.

Currently, Moore County’s
Zoning Ordinance defines
the both the setbacks for pri-
mary structures and lot
dimensional requirements
for parcels in the GC-SL dis-
trict as “none” — basically,
zero feet — in order to allow
the restrictive covenants gov-
erning the various commu-
nities within Seven Lakes to
set the standards.

In the Moore County Zoning
Ordinance, swimming pools
are considered “accessory
structures,” and must meet
accessory structure setbacks
of the zoning district. How-
ever, in Seven Lakes, swim-
ming pools are not considered
an accessory structure —
which are not allowed under
each community’s restrictive
covenants. Rather, pools are
considered an extension of
the single family dwelling.

As written the County’s
Zoning Ordinance requires
a 50-foot setback for swim-
ming pools and other acces-
sory structures within GC-
SL — which can be a difficult
fit on many Seven Lakes lots.

Late last year, Moore Coun-
ty Planning Staff met with
representatives of both
SLWLA and the Seven Lakes
Landowners Association to
develop a text amendment
for accessory buildings that
would close the gap, so to

speak, between the restrictive
covenants and county ordi-
nances. During discussion,
they determined that it would
be more expedient to amend
the county ordinances to
allow each of the communi-
ties to set its own guidelines
rather than attempt to reach
a consensus ruling on set-
back requirements that would
apply to all of Seven Lakes.

In essence, by changing
the accessory structure set-
back in the county ordi-
nances to “none,” the county
would let the covenants pre-
vail on all GC-SL parcels that
are currently governed by
covenants.

RC model airplanes
With nothing in the current

county zoning ordinances to
offer guidance, a recent com-
plaint over noise generated
by remote-controlled aircraft
prompted a flurry of discus-
sion at the Planning Board
and an impromptu lesson
on backyard aviation.

The complaint was filed
against the Seven Lakes Aero-
modelers, who meet twice a
week, usually from 9:00 am
to Noon, on a rural property
near the intersection of NC
Highway 73 and Beulah Hill
Road with permission from
the owner, Watts Auman.
The hobbyist club formed in
1988 and is chartered under
the Academy of Model Aero-
nautics.

Planning staff met with the
Aeromodelers, visited the NC
Highway 73 site, and are
currently developing a pro-

posed text amendment that
would address either radio-
controlled aircraft specifically
or, perhaps, a broader ordi-
nance related to organized
outdoor recreation.

However, several Planning
Board members expressed
reluctance to generate new
policy based on a single com-
plaint and recommended
such activity could be regu-
lated under the already estab-
lished county noise ordi-
nance.

While no representative
from the Aeromodelers was
available at the Thursday,
March 10 meeting of the
Planning Board, Northsider
Dale Weber addressed the
Board as a fellow hobbyist,
along with Bart Nuckols of
the Sandhills Model Aircraft
Club, who also offered his
expertise to answer ques-
tions.

“I can’t speak for the Seven
Lakes club, but for Sandhills
and model aviation in general,
we would like to partner with
the county as they move for-
ward with any regulatory
action on model airplanes,”
said Nuckols, noting that
noise has never been a con-
cern or complaint for the
Sandhills club. “Lawnmowers
and weed whackers provide
a louder and more sustained
noise nuisance.”

He explained that models
can be fuel or electric engines,
but that all are generally
muffled. Nuckols said that
a video report on the Seven
Lakes club recently featured
on WRAL provided a good

example of the sounds of
some of those engines. See
http://www.wral.com/lifestyl
es/travel/video/9171122/#/v
id9171122.

Planning member Robert
Hayter asked Nuckols to pro-
vide more specific facts on
decibel levels that are com-
mon to the different range
of craft, which Nuckols agreed
to provide for consideration
at the April 7 meeting.

But Planning Chair Martha
Blake noted that, in addition
to noise issues, the Board
should also consider whether
hours of operation should
be limited.

Nuckols explained that

when and where model
planes fly is restricted by line
of sight, weather and the
position of the sun and Weber
also cautioned against a blan-
ket policy.

“I recommend that if you
are drafting restrictions that
you consider the different
types,” said Weber, noting
that his own radio-controlled
plane was electric and no
louder than a men’s shaving
razor.

Planner Robert Farrell
reported that noise ordi-
nances are not enforced until
after 11 pm.

“The complaint was noise,

Pools & RC Airplanes at Planning Board

PINEHURST COINS
1420 Hwy 5 • Pinehurst

910-235-4224
Beside Mastercuts and Post Box Plus

STOP!!
DO NOT Sell Your
GoldorSilver!!

Come See the only LICENSED precious
metals dealer in Pinehurst and find out what

your Gold & Silver is REALLYworth.

You Can Trust Your Neighbors at
PINEHURST COINS

Dont be deceived by HOTEL BUYERS that
are here today and gone tomorrow!

Bring us a quote from any HOTEL BUYER
or JEWELRY STORE and…

WEWILL BEAT IT!! Compare and see!!

STOP!!

!"#"$%&'($)*('+,-'$./"
0123)4$ $567899:7
;;;"!#%&'("'/<

Now celebrating more than 25 years
doing business in Moore County!

Come & Worship with Us!

Seven Lakes Chapel in the Pines was founded in 1976
to serve the Seven Lakes Community and beyond.

www.sevenlakeschapelinthepines.com

Reverend Don Welch
Minister

Reverend Fran Stark
Minister of Visitation & Outreach

March 20th –
Chapel Choir

March 27th –
Glenda Clendenin

We welcome young families
and their children.910-673-2156

(See “Planning,” p. 17)
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John Walter Richardson
died Friday, March 11, at
the Veteran’s Hospital,Fayet-
teville. A memorial service
was held on Wednesday,
March 16, at Boles Funeral
Home, Seven Lakes.

He was the son of the late
Walter Myers and Francis
Ann Richardson. He is sur-
vived by an uncle and aunt,
Blue and Maxine Richardson,
of Jackson Springs; daughter,
Kim Sampson, of Wrightsville
Beach; son, John Christopher
Richardson of Raleigh; his
grandchildren, and his sister,
Billie Ann Midthun, of Char-
lottesville, VA.

Boles Funeral Home of
Seven Lakes assisted the
family.

Robert L. Arner, 85, of
West End and Canton, Ohio,
died Thursday, March 10, at
Aultman Hospital. A memo-
rial service was held Monday,
March 14, at Arnold Funeral
Home, Canton, Ohio. The
Rev. Nancy Conley officiated.
A memorial service will also
be held at The Chapel in the
Pines at a later date.

He was born in Canton son
of Alfred and Blanche Miner
Arner. He left high school
early to join the U. S. Navy
Seabees during World War
II. He was stationed in Pearl
Harbor and Midway Island
preparing for an invasion of
Japan when the war came
to a close.

Following the war, he

received his high school diplo-
ma and his pilot’s license on
the G.I. Bill at Noble Field
airport giving flight lessons
and doing bookwork. He con-
tinued to fly as pilot in com-
mand through 2010, and
was a recipient of the Wright
Brothers Master Pilot Award,
recognizing professional and
safe flight for more than 50
years.

Mr. Arner was the former
owner of Sun State Plastics
and a partner in PAARLO
Plastics in North Canton,
and Kenco Plastics in Owens-
boro, KY. He was inducted
into the Plastic Pioneers in
1987. He was a past member
and board member of Arrow-
head Country Club, and
member of Prestwick Country
Club and Seven Lakes Coun-
try Club.

He was a member of Christ
Community United Methodist
Church in Canton and The
Chapel in the Pines in Seven
Lakes.

He was preceded in death
by a son-in-law, Greg Rabel.

Survivors include his wife
of sixty-three years, Doris
Jean Arner; daughter, Holly
A. Rabel, of Macon, GA; son,
David L. Arner, of Boca
Grande, FL; his grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchil-
dren. 

Memorial contributions
may be made to The Chapel
in the Pines, 2125 Seven
Lakes South, West End, NC
27376. 

Rupert Bruce Donaldson,
82, of Seven Lakes, died Sun-
day, March 6, at his home.

Funeral services were held
Saturday, March 12, at West
End Presbyterian Church.
The Rev. Larry Lyon offici-
ated. Interment, with military
honors followed at West End
Community Cemetery.

Mr. Donaldson was born
at the Pinehurst Peach Com-
pany Orchard to Robert
Bruce Donaldson and Jean
Ruth Galloway Donaldson.

He was member of the West
End High School and grad-
uated in 1947. His home

church was West End Pres-
byterian Church.

He was a veteran who
served in the Army/Air Force
1948–1953. Tours of duty
took him to Japan and var-
ious posts in the U.S. His
career proceeded as a tech-
nical representative for
IIT/Gilffilan with positions
in California, Iceland, France,
England and Germany. The
position was transferred to
the U.S. Army and Air Traffic
Control, where he continued
his career and retired in
1989. 

Mr. Donaldson was active

in Seven Lakes Lions Club,
Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club,
Jackson Springs Community
Club and Moore County
Republican Men’s Club.

In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by
his brother, Cyrus Monroe
Donaldson; sister, Roberta
Grace Lawhon; and nephew
Walter Rupert Donaldson.

He is survived by his wife,
Shirley; son, Edward Todd
Donaldson, of Dallas; daugh-
ter, Carol Jean Donaldson,
of Norfolk, VA; and numerous
great-nieces, great-nephews

In memory of . . .

YES, WYES, WEE HHAVEAVE PPIZZAIZZA!!
and so much more! and so much more! 

Spend Quality Time with the Family
Pick Up Dinner on the Way Home!

Thank you for your support!
— JACK

HHoouurrss
M-Sa 4-8 pm
Sun: 4-7 pm
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www.sevenlakesdentist.com
We File Dental Insurance
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“I Love Referrals”
Do you know someone who

is thinking about buying 
or selling a home?

Please mention my name:
Ann Benton

Ann Benton
ABR, GRI, RRS
Associate Broker

Cell 910-295-7732
Home 910-673-1653
Office 910-235-8700

(Continued on page 12)
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and cousins.
Memorial contributions

may be made to the West
End Presbyterian Church,
or FirstHealth Hospice and
Palliative Care, 150 Apple-
cross Road, Pinehurst, NC
28374.  

Boles Funeral Home of
Seven Lakes assisted the
family.

James Nealie Brown, 88,
of Eagle Springs, died Sat-
urday, March 5, at his resi-
dence. Funeral services were

Tuesday, March 8, at Rock
Hill Friends Church. Burial,
with full military honors, fol-
lowed in Pine Rest Cemetery.

A native of Moore County,
he was a son of the late
James Wesley Brown and
Katie Garner Brown. He was
a U.S. Army veteran of World
War II and was a POW. While
in the service he was sta-
tioned in northern France
and was a squad leader. He
received the Good Conduct
Medal, American Campaign
Medal, European African Mid-
dle Eastern Campaign Medal

and the World War II Victory
Medal. 

He was a farmer and car-
penter. He was a member of
the Robbins VFW.

He was preceded in death
by his wife Onezima Bynum
Brown; sisters Annie B.
Spinks and Ellen B. Cock-
man; and brothers, Elsie
Brown and Dan Brown.

He is survived by his
daughter, Patricia Jefferies;
son, James “Bruce” Brown;
sisters Pauline B. LeGrand,
Kathleen B. LeGrand, all of
Eagle Springs; grandchildren,
and a great-grandson.

Memorials may be made
to Rock Hill Friends Church,
148 Rock Hill Church Road,
Eagle Springs, NC 27242, or
to Liberty Hospice, 300 W.
Pennsylvania Ave., Southern
Pines, NC 28387. 

Edward Earl Ethington,
63, of West End died at his
home Friday, March 4.

He is survived by his wife
Gerlinde, and his sisters
Wanda and Lou Ann.

Services will be Private.
Memorial donations may

be made to Animal Shelters
of your choice.

Boles Funeral Home of
Seven Lakes assisted the
family.

Richard Joel “Joe” Wig-
gins, 93, of West End, died
Wednesday March 2, at
FirstHealth Moore Regional
Hospital.

Mr. Wiggins was born in
Montgomery County. 

Funeral services were held
Monday, March 7, at Fairview
Baptist Church in West End.
The Rev. Donald Gillis offi-
ciated. Burial followed in the
church cemetery. 

Mr. Wiggins was a member
of the Fairview Baptist
Church. He spent over sixty
years of his life working in
the saw mill industry. 

Mr. Wiggins preceded in
death by his parents Ollie
Wiggins and Jenny Campbell
Wiggins, a brother Archie
Wiggins, two sisters: Ruth
Morris and Alma Lee John-
son, and a great-grandchild
Miles O’Brien.

He is survived by sons:
John Wesley Wiggins, of West
End; Alfred Joel “Al” Wiggins,
of Southern Pines; a sister
Margaret Eslick, of New Bern;
six grandchildren and sixteen
great-grandchildren. 

Boles Funeral Home assist-
ed the family.

In memory of . . .

JUDY SELDOMRIDGE, BROKER/REALTOR®

673-1724 • 690-3331 (c) • 1-800-334-7869
E-mail: judithlee@centurylink.net • www.propertyctr.com

The Property Center

SEVEN LAKES LOTS!
4173............Lake Peek, Reduced......$27,500

7011.................Carriage Park ..........$69,900

5707........Pond view, Walk to Pool..$34,500

5201 ......Across from Country Club $35,000

5237 ............Close to Clubhouse ......$47,500

7008 ..........Carriage Park, 1 Acre ....$49,000

4031 & 5140.....Dbl Lot, 1 Acre..........$90,000

487...............Great Price, Rare Lot.....$26,900

3306.....................Waterfront ...........$289.900

3156 & 4107 ........Waterfront ...........$145,000

#18 Morganwood ...9+ Ac. ...............$225,000

Let us list your lot!

Great Curb Appeal!

128 Pleasant View Lane $184,900

Great curb appeal. Well cared for
light-filled ranch. Three bedrooms, 

two baths.  Move-in-ready. Screened
porch. Large Garage for x-tra storage

or workbench.

Great Potential!

102 Pleasant View Lane $114,900

3/BR/2BA Ranch with good potential for
the do-it-yourself-er. Needs TLC. Could be
great investment property. Generous-sized
Living, Dining, and Master bedroom. Best

Price in Seven Lakes!

Great Price!

103 Pinedale Ct. $342,000

Sequoia water front with panoramic
views of lake. Home situated on 

quiet cul-de-sac with 190 ft. of lake
frontage. Many newer updates 

have been added

Golf Front - New Updates!

105 W. Devonshire $184,900

Golf front ranch includes bright cheery
sunroom to enjoy your views. Room off of
garage can be workshop, office, or extra
storage. Fenced in pet area in back yard.

HUGE PRICE
REDUCTION!
Seven Lakes West

Prime Building Lot
$27,500

147 Otter Drive
Lot #4173

4 BR Lakeview

101 Pinewood Court $209,900

New Deck to enjoy lakeview. Screen
porch, new hardwood floors in living,
dining room, and eat-in kitchen. Four 
bedroom, three bath, large corenr lot 

and oversized garage.

!"#$
%

&'($
)(*%

Mike’s
Tire and Auto Center
We Do Timing Belts, All Suspensions, A/C Service,

Brakes, Drivability Problems, Four-Wheel Alignments,
Oil Changes, Transmission Flush, Radiator Flush

We Have the Best Prices on Tires!

––– 673-3788 –––
Michael & Teresa Salyer 299 Grant Street

Owners Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Pick Up and Delivery Available
in the Seven Lakes Area!

(Continued from page 11)

Fertilization • Weed Control • Insect Control

Scotts®LawnService

All Services
Guaranteed

Free Lawn
Evaluation

305 N. Sycamore St. Aberdeen 28315
Email: aparker@nc.rr.com Fax: 944-2633

From America’s Lawn Experts

944-1322

ASK ABOUT THE FREE APPLICATION
GIVEN TO ALL NEW SEVEN LAKES CUSTOMERS!

business. We hope to turn
it around; and, with warmer
weather, that is a great asset.”

A philanthropic supporter
of various community groups
and projects, Garner said he
has worked hard over the
years to be a good neighbor

and to do good business.
“If people work together in

a community, you can do
things,” he said. “We want
to keep the store open for
the community and for our
employees. The bottom line
is: Customers are what keeps
us here.”


 GET THE NEWS

AS IT HAPPENS!
Sign up for email updates

at sevenlakestimes.net
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Late March is coming soon
and many of us are behind
in our gardening. The days
are becoming longer and
beautiful which gives us the
urge to get out and plant
everything.

I would not be in a hurry.
We always have some cold

weather in late March and
early April and cold, windy
periods desiccate young ten-
der plants.

Many want to plant toma-
toes because early tomatoes
seem to produce better, but
be cautious. If you plant
early, do so in a container
and then, after Easter, trans-
plant to the field. By first
planting in a potted container
allows you to put them in a
semi-heated or heated area
at night when temperatures
go below 50 degrees and take
them out daily when tem-
peratures are warmer.

Other tips on tomatoes:
Rotate or change locations

this year from the place where
they were planted last season.
This practice will aid in the
control of diseases, nema-
todes, and some insects.

Plant resistant varieties:
those that have printed on
the tags VFNT or lists the
resistant diseases.

‘Betterboy’ is a variety that
is popular and has some dis-
ease resistance but it not
highly resistant to all dis-
eases.

Many ask what type of

broadleaf killer can be used
and which grass killer is rec-
ommended for control in the
lawn.

Some of the broadleaf
weeds I have observed are
chickweed species, dande-
lions, wild onion and garlic,
clovers, henbit, Virginia but-
ton weed, wood sorrel [oxalis],
knotweed and others. In most

instances, these pests are
too numerous to pull or dig
out of your lawn and land-
scape or eliminate by short
mowing before seed maturity;
therefore, it becomes neces-
sary to use herbicides. Most
of all the mentioned broadleaf
weeds can be controlled post-
emergence with a liquid spray
mixture of 2, 4-D plus dicam-
ba; 2, 4-D plus map; 2, 4-D
plus others. These products
can be used overtop the
established Summer grasses
of Bermuda and zoysia as a
broadcast or as a spot treat-
ment. Check the product

rates for the amount of spray
mixture to be used on 1,000
square feet of lawn or land-
scape. Use all precautions
and other information listed
on the label.
A few more suggestions:

Water new plantings thor-
oughly. Meteorologists con-
tend we are still in a moderate
drought.

I f  ava i l -
able, pan-
s i e s  may
s t i l l  b e
planted and
will remain
beau t i fu l
un t i l  ho t
weather.

Vegetable
garden plantings for March
include asparagus crowns,
broccoli, cabbage and cau-
liflower plants, beet, carrot,
kale, radish, rutabaga,
spinach, Swiss chard, turnip,
mustard and lettuce [head
and leaf seeds and plants],
onion seed sets and plants,
and Irish potato seed pieces.

Greens lovers might want
to try a small bed of a broad-
cast mixture with cress, mus-
tard, kale, kohlrabi, radish,
Swiss chard, and turnip seed.
I have found this combination
mix to be highly productive,
timely and delicious.

Available from 11am - 3pm
Monday-Friday

Deal

910-725-0412 
1480 US Hwy. 1 South

Southern Pines

MONDAYMONDAY
FAMILY NIGHT

1 LARGE CHEESE PIZZA
4 TOSS SALADS

4 SODAS
$24.99

WEST END FIRE DISTRICT
PUBLIC NOTICE

THE WEST END FIRE DISTRICT WILL HOLD
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

WEST END FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
ON

MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2011 AT 5:00 P.M.
AT THE WEST END FIRE STATION

4203 NC HWY 73,
WEST END, NC 27376

THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS
TO NOMINATE AND ELECT

THREE (3) DISTRICT RESIDENTS
TO THREE YEAR TERMS

TO THE WEST END FIRE AND RESCUE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

AALLLL FFIIRREE DDIISSTTRRIICCTT RREESSIIDDEENNTTSS AARREE 
UURRGGEEDD TTOO AATTTTEENNDD TTHHIISS IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT 

PPUUBBLLIICC MMEEEETTIINNGG..

CCutler utler TTrreeee
fine pruning of trees & ornamentals

tree and stump removal
plant site consulting & tree loss evaluation

692-7769
Geoff Cutler
Certified Arborist Fully Insured



                Jim Caudill

Need AMiracle?
Saint Jude Novena

Pray the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved
throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St.
Jude worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude help
of hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer 9 times a
day for 8 days and then
publish. Your prayers will
be answered, It has not
been known to fail.

Moore  County  Law
Enforcement agencies have
partnered with Safe Kids
Mid-Carolinas Region to
host Operation Medicine
Drop.

Please take time to clean
out your medicine cabinet
and bring any unused or
expired medications to your
local drop-off locations.

Two locations are collect-
ing medications next week.  

Seven Lakes Prescription
Shoppe will have drug offi-

cers available to participate
in  medication collection on
Tuesday, March 22, 11 am
to 3 pm, and on Saturday,
March 26, from 11 am to
3 pm at 120 MacDougall
Drive, 673-7467.

Lowe’s Food Store in Olm-
sted Village, Pinehurst will
also have officers on hand
to col lect unused and
expired medications on Fri-
day, March 25 and Satur-
day, March 26, 11 am to 3
pm, both days.

Time to ‘Spring Clean’
your medicine cabinet

It’s Spring! But don’t rush those tomatoes!
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included “just so this project
can become viable?” Marks
also questioned what the cost
to Seven Lakes would be to
join such an “unknown”
endeavor.  

John Goodman, Infrastruc-
ture Director for the Seven
Lakes West Landowners Asso-
ciation, told the Commis-
sioners that Marks’ skepti-
cism didn’t represent the
feelings of the entire Seven
Lakes Community.

“I don’t want you to think,
listening to Mr. Marks, [that]
we are against the NMWD,”
Goodman said, noting that
others think it would be a
good idea to join the District. 

Commissioner Larry Cad-
dell defended the idea of
expanding the water district,
saying a long term water
solution is needed. “I have
sat here for four years,” he
said, “and I am sick of twid-
dling my thumbs.”

Commissioners’ Chairman
Nick Picerno said the State
or North Carolina had already
begun to restrict the with-
drawal of groundwater  from
public utility system wells
further east in the state, and
could restrict well water con-
sumption in Pinehurst at
some point. With no source
of surface water in the county
system Picerno said the
potential for an intake on
the Deep River near Robbins
may be the most important
long-term opportunity for
expanding Moore County’s
water supply.

Picerno said the county
would determine what impact
joining the Northwest Moore
Water District would have
on Seven Lakes water rates
“down to the penny” and have
a voter referendum before
making Seven Lakes part of
the NMWD.

Director Brobst reminded
the Council that the idea of
expanding the Water District
is still in its early stages. The
first step in creating a NMWD
is to work out a plan with
Robbins which has yet to
happen. 

An extension of a $16 mil-

lion USDA bond for the proj-
ect was approved three weeks
ago. Those funds could be
used to build a new water
treatment plant in Robbins
and a water line to carry
water to Seven Lakes.

County Budget and Taxes
The County has saved tax-

payers $700,000 in tax office
expenses by choosing to delay
a revaluation of property in
the county, Chairman Nick
Picerno told the GSLCC. 

“You have a very conser-
vative Board, and we want
to make sure every penny is
spent very wisely,” he said,
adding that the County
expense budget has shrunk
from $90 million to $85 mil-
lion. Currently property taxes
make up about sixty percent
or $53 million of the total

$85 million budget.  The
County is sponsoring a series
of public input sessions on
the budget in the coming
weeks — and a public hearing
on the FY 2011-2012 budget
will be held on Tuesday, June
7.

The recession has pushed
down revenue from sales
taxes, but County Manager
Cary  McSwain  sa id  he
believes that this trend has
bottomed out and is now on
the rise mainly due to tourism
being up in Moore County.
The outlook is “getting more
and more optimistic,” he said. 

McSwain said budget cuts
over the past two years have
eliminated the “fat” in the
county budget; and, if it
becomes any leaner, it will
begin to affect services such
as the Veterans Affair pro-

gram which generates about
$6 million a year for county
veterans, or the Women Infant
and Children’s Program that
helps people who are “des-
perate.” 

Those interested in learning
how the County Government
operates can register for free
Government 101 courses
online at www.moorecoun-
tync.gov or call 910-947-
6363. Classes begin April 4
and are located at the Old
Courthouse in Carthage. 

Substandard Private Roads
The Council asked the

Commissioners to consider
implementing a development
ordinance that would require
private roads in any new sub-
divisions to meet NC Depart-
ment of Transportation stan-

dards.
Planning Director Joey

Raczkowski reported that the
County’s current subdivision
ordinance does in fact require
that private streets in new
subdivisions meet NCDOT
standards, though he was
uncertain about exactly when
that language had been
added to the ordinance.

Raczkowski initially told
the Council that the restric-
itve language dates to the
late 1980s or early 1990s.
But GSLCC President Pete
Dotto reported that McLen-
don Hills strets, which were
developed in the mid-1990s,
do  not  appear  to  meet
NCDOT standards.

Raczkowski promised fur-
ther research on the ques-
tion.



Imagine Woodworks!
– FURNITURE –

– CABINETS –
– BOATS –

IF YOU CAN
IMAGINE IT, 

WE CAN CREATE IT!
If it’s wood and it needs to be: repaired, reglued,

remade, refinished, remodeled, renovated, restored,
renewed, reconstructed, rejuvenated, 

remanufactured,  resuscitated, repainted 
OR if you want it custom built —

WE CAN MAKE YOUR VISION A REALIT Y!
We are open by chance or appointment at

314 Grant Street, Unit E, Seven Lakes, NC 27376
(910) 673-2756 • SChestercr@aol.com Hours! M–Sa 11 - 7  • Su 12 - 6

Burgers • Hoagies • Hot Dogs • Wraps
Salads • Ice Cream Delites • Cappuccino Coolers

Most Foods Made to Order!

135 MacDougall St • Seven Lakes • 400-5228
(Across from Carolina Car Care)

EAT-IN OR TAKE OUT!

Seven Lakes Snack Shack

CELEBRATE
ST. PATRICK’S DAY
AT THE SNACK SHACK!

From St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, thru March 31

Enjoy our
IRISH CREME MILK SHAKE

or try a 
GRILLED “PADDY” MELT!

(Burger ‘paddy,’ swiss, grilled onions, on rye – Grilled!)

Antique Car Show
Coming May 19th to the Snack Shack!

West End Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)

!"#$%&'"()"$)*'+"%,-"%"#$%&'"()".'"$)*'-
!"#$%&'")/"01%&'+"/)1"%$$"%0'2
We invite you to come worship with us!
Worship – 11 a.m. • Sunday School 10 a.m.

Larry Lyon, Pastor; Chip Pope, Associate Pastor

West End Presbyterian Church is located on Knox Lane
in West End, one block west of Highway 211

STEWART
CONSTRUCTION
& DEVELOPMENT CO.
Our reputation is building!

SCSCSC
MARK STEWART

P.O. Box 716  • 1035 Seven Lakes Drive  •  West End, NC 27376
Telephone 910.673.1929  •  Fax 910.673.1384

www.stewartconstructiondevelopment.com

(Continued from page 5)

Advertise in The Times
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given out to those not com-
plying with lake rules and
regulations, but it could turn
into more than that said Her-
drich. 

The first rule change to
Lake Auman will be to 7.2.3
Speed Limitations: Maximum
speed between shore and the
ski area as defined by buoys
and straight lines between
buoys is no appreciable wake
with 5 MPH maximum. Max-
imum speed in the ski area
is 40 MPH. The area between
the no wake buoys at Johnson
Point and the ski area is a
transitional speed area. Out-
going traffic can use this area
to accelerate up to the speed
of the ski area. Incoming traffic
can use this area to decelerate
as they approach the no wake
zone of Johnson Point. The
125 yard wide area from
shore to the transitional speed
zone is no appreciable wake
area with 5 MPH maximum
speed. 

The second rule change is
to 7.3.4: Cylindrical white
buoys with orange stripes
designate the ski area. Boats
pulling skiers, tubers, hydro-
slides or other similar equip-
ment are restricted to this
area only with the following
exceptions: Novice skiers may
start from the shallow water
at the bulkhead on the North
East side of the island, pro-
ceed in a north easterly direc-
tion and merge with the traffic
upon entering the ski area.

A sign on the bulkhead iden-
tifies this start location.

A final reading and a vote
on the buoy changes to Lake
Auman will take place in
April.

New Septic Systems  
The Architectural Review

Committee [ARC] was granted
approval by the Board to
begin reviewing requests by
landowners to install bio-
filter septic treatment sys-
tems. Currently, most home-
owners in the community
can install these types of sep-
tic systems — which act as
a level five waste water treat-
ment facility — without a
problem. 

However, lakefront lot own-
ers currently must obtain a
hardship waiver from the
ARC to install the high-tech
systems because of covenants
that require a seventy-five
foot buffer between septic
tanks and bulkheads or
retaining walls. The county
and state only require a fifty
foot buffer.

It is difficult to build on
many of the remaining lake-
front lots, because clay soils
prevent the lot perking for a
conventional septic system,
ARC Director Adam Wimberly
explained. 

The new bio-filter systems
require no leach lines. They
are positioned deeper into
the ground and pass wastes
through an extreme filtering
system. 

The new systems could
replace the current strategy
used by some lakefront lot
owners who pump waste from
an unperking lot, through
lines that pass through Asso-
ciation common property, to
“septic lots” and would pre-
vent pumping through com-
mon lots. 

There are a lot of septic
lines running along the utility
lines in Seven Lakes West,
Wimberly said, adding that
the community “has no idea”
where these are going or who
they belong to. 

President Ron Shepard
noted that bio-filter systems
require significant upkeep
and can cost $30,000 to
$50,000 to install. Installation
requires the services of an
engineer and approvals at
the state, county, and com-
munity levels.

To install a system an engi-
neer has to assess the prop-
erty and give approval, then
it must be approved by the
state, county and finally the
community. It may all be

worth it, according to Wim-
berly, who told the Board
that these systems are, “nine-
ty percent better” than what
is currently in the commu-
nity. 

The cost of maintaining the
systems could raise the issue
of who would be responsible
for a system that is not prop-
erly maintained. Legal Direc-
tor Ed Silberton said there
are state statutes that can
force a resident to vacate the
premises due to a public
health risk if a septic system
is not properly maintained.
He noted that the community
has a Mandatory Septic Man-
agement Program. 

The Architectural Review
Committee will evaluate
requests to install the bio-
filter systems on a case by
case basis,  with Board
approval required for each
installation.

Board members expressed
little interest in trying to
change the seventy-five foot
buffer required between septic
systems and bulkheads,

because  chang ing  the
covenant would require the
approval of eighty percent of
landowners.

Geothermal HVAC Units
Geothermal heating and

air conditioning [HVAC] units
that are drilled into the Earth
without having to use Lake
Auman are becoming “very
popular,” Wimberly reported. 

But  Board  members
expressed opposition to geot-
hermal units that would
instead use pipes running
from lakefront lots into Lake
Auman, citing both aesthetic
and liability concerns. 

President Shepard said he
approves any geothermal sys-
tem as long as it does not
use the lake. Director  Sessler
agreed, saying, “Just like the
septic tanks, keep it on the
[homeowners] property.” 

The ARC committee plans
to present the Board with a
more in-depth report on geot-
hermal units in the future. 



•  Anxiety
•  Cancer
•  Chronic Pain
•  Compulsive Overeating

•  Fatigue
•  Heart Disease
•  High Stress Levels
•  High Blood Pressure

•  Panic Attacks
•  Recurrent Depression
•  Skin Disorders
•  Sleep Disturbances

This is an eight-week program held on Monday evenings from 6:30 to 9 p.m.  
The program includes an initial individual assessment, group therapy, classroom materials, follow-up
assessment and a one-day workshop from 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 14. Space is limited. 

Medicare and most major insurance cover group sessions. Our admissions personnel will verify 
your health insurance coverage and discuss rates and payment options with you. Payment is expected 

at the time of service unless other arrangements have been made.

To register, please call (910) 715-5217

This meditation-based program has proven to help people with:

77-10-11

Mindfulness-based
Stress Management Program

Beginning April 25, 2011
Please register by April 18, 2011

Elizabeth Manley, MSN, R.N., C.S., Clinical Coordinator

www.firsthealth.org
Working Together, First in Quality, First in Health

!"#$%&'"()*$#)+,-(
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105 Seven Lakes Court 
West End, NC 27376 

• Real Estate 

• Business Law 

• Estate Planning 

• Estate Administration 

• Traffic Offenses 

• Employment Law 

• Family Law 

• Criminal Law 

Phone: (910) 673-1325 email:inquiry@gbcnclaw.com 

Fax: (910) 673-1327 website:gbcnclaw.com 

(Continued from page 4)

(See “Westside,” p. 16)
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Safety and Security Report
Seven Lakes West Neigh-

borhood Watch plans to cre-
ate a patrol procedure man-
ua l  w i th  s t ep  by  s t ep
guidelines to handle suspi-
cious activity in the commu-
nity, Director John Hoffmann
reported. 

To better identify the secu-
rity truck a rotating beacon
and a larger security sign
will be placed on the vehicle. 

Hoffman laid out three
goals for the upcoming year
for the Safety and Security
Committee: to develop a
speed enforcement plan; to
create a more “vibrant” Neigh-
borhood Watch; and, the
third, to work with other
communities to develop a
better snow and ice response
system. 

Community Manager
At the request of Commu-

nity Manager Joan Frost, the
Board approved during the
Work Session $4,100 in
repairs to the community
pool in order to meet state
standards before it can be
opened this year. 

Addressing complaints
about neighbors’ pets, Frost
said neighbors should try to

work out problems on their
own; but, if that does not
work, calling animal control
or the police is the next step.
Pet management problems
that violate rules and regu-
lations can result in charges
before the Judicial Panel  and
a request from the Associa-
tion that county authorities
address the problem.

Legal Affairs
Legal Affairs Director Ed

Silberhorn reported that
Community Advocate Bud
Sales will step down from
his position and assume the
role of Associate Community
Advocate. 

The Board named Silber-
horn to replace Sales as the
new Community Advocate

effective May 1. Silberhorn
was also named as an official
Board liaison in the Club-
house Commons case which
is set for trial. 

After five years of service,
Judicial Panel Chair Charlie
Merical will also be stepping
down May 1 and will need
to be replaced by the Board.

More News
In other business during

the SLWLA Work Session on
Tuesday March 8: 
• President Shepard reported

that community surveys
have been received and
results will be presented
at the Annual Meeting on
March 20. Results will be
posted on the website and

utilized by the Long Range
Planning Committee .
Another survey will be con-
ducted in one to two years. 

• The next Winter Concert
Series will feature the Red
Hues Band on March 18
at 7 pm. On April 15, there
will be a wine, cheese and
chocolate party at the West
Side Park Community Cen-
ter at 7 pm. Tickets are
$15 and are available in
the landowners office. For
information, contact Jane
Sessler at janes@seven-
lakeswest.com or the Com-
munity Center at 910-673-
5314.

• Lake and Dam Director
Herdrich requested and
the Board approved the
erection of a fence to pre-

vent vehicles using the
Lake Auman Dam embank-
ment as a shortcut. A gate
will be included so that
tractors and other vehicles
that are allowed to use the
bank may do so. The fence
should be up in the next
two weeks. 

• Director Silberton present-
ed an unofficial map of the
community created by Ger-
hard Hergenhahn that can
be seen at the community
center. 

• The Board approved three
trees, possibly Dogwoods,
to be planted for the three
retiring board members. 

• Cash disbursements for
the month of February were
$65,135, Treasurer Freiert
reported.



Quality Care Pharmacy 1103 Seven Lakes Drive
673-DRUG(3784)

Mon-Fri 8:30-6 • Sat 8:30-12:30

We don't just let any one fill your prescriptions!
At Quality Care Pharmacy only professional, trained,
focused and experienced Pharmacist fill your prescriptions.

We would not have it any other way.
It is your health and we take it seriously

Who is your Pharmacist?

OIL CHANGE BRAKES AC REPAIRS

WINDOW MOTORS TIRES WHEEL ALIGNMENT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE EMISSIONS TESTING

BATTERIES/ALTERNATORS/STARTERS

Phil & Kathy Cook, Owners Mike Deegan, Service Advisor
Gold Member of the Seven Lakes - West End Area Business Guild

144 MacDougall Street • Seven Lakes, NC
673-2277

Susan T. Adams
!"#$%"&'(!)&'%*+"#

,!#"-'.%"%///)012%3'.%"%///4%55'.%"%6

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

910-690-2975 c
910-295-2535 o

susanadams@remax.net
www.askforsusan.com

Prime Properties
5 Chinquapin Rd.

Pinehurst NC 28370
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(Continued from page 15)
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but then the question to staff
was, Can they even be there?”
said Farrell. “That is where
we ran into this hazy area.
There is nothing that says
they can and nothing that
says they can’t.”

Farrell explained that an
individual flying a model
plane in his yard is not con-
sidered a ‘use’ under county
ordinances, and therefore
any regulation would not be
enforced. For the case under
discussion, it is the fact that
the noise was lodged against
an organized club activity
that prompted action.

After considerable discus-
sion, the Board approved a
suggestion by Member Ricky
Lea to allow the staff to con-
tinue to develop a proposed
text amendment that would
allow radio-controlled air-
planes as long as it does not
adversely affect somebody.

UDO Review
A revision of the Unified

Development Ordinance
[UDO] that combines the zon-
ing ordinance, subdivision
regulations, and flood damage
prevention ordinance into a
single, user-friendly docu-
ment commenced in January
2010.

Over the next few months,
the comprehensive document
will be reviewed and com-
mented upon in sections.
Both the draft document and

a l i s t  o f  r ecommended
changes is available online
and at the Planning Depart-
ment office.

On Thursday, March 10,
the Board reviewed Articles
1-5, which includes general
provisions and purpose,
defined responsibilities and
duties of each local govern-
ment board, development
review procedures, non-con-
forming structures and uses,
and enforcement and penal-
ties.

Several passages were
called out for reconsideration,
most frequently for the use
of vague language that could
be subject to interpretation.

Land Use Plan
Advisory Committees

During the Land Use Plan
update process, a citizen
advisory committee will be
formed to provide a local and
familiar face to the commu-
nity throughout the process.

Long Range Planner Jeremy
Rust recommended a nine
to fifteen-member advisory
board that is diverse and
representative of the popu-
lation. Typically such com-
mittees are formed from
members appointed by the
Board of County Commis-
sioners. He explained that
potential candidates can be
identified by zip code, by dis-
trict or by township.

The length of commitment
is anticipated at eighteen

months and advisory com-
mittee members are expected
to provide guidance and over-
sight, and to network and
recruit public involvement
into the land use planning
process.

Small Area A Plan update
Adopted in 2008, the Small

Area A Plan has been inte-
grated into most facets of
planning for both Moore
County and Area A – a 100
square mile region centered
on West End and Seven
Lakes. It is considered a “a
living document” that will be
used to guide development
and preservation in the area,
placing particular emphasis
on sustainable growth, pro-
tecting water supplies, sus-
tainable economic growth,
and preservation of the nat-
ural environment, including
wetlands, open space, and
working farms and forests.

An annual progress report
that outlined how specific
goals, objectives and strate-
gies of the Small Area A plan
have been utilized and imple-
mented was distributed.

Planning Member Dave Kin-
ney, who chaired the Area A
Steering Committee, said he
would review the update and
provide any feedback from
the fourteen-member com-
mittee.

Other Business
In other business on Thurs-

day, March 10, the Moore
County Planning Board:

• Approved a conditional
use permit for an accessory
dwelling unit on a 3.4 acre
tract in Cameron. The acces-

sory unit will be located
approximately 50’ from the
principal dwelling and behind
the front building line of the
principal structure.



AMERICAN-OWNED MANUFACTURER
• Service Centers Coast-to-Coast • FREE Hearing Evaluations
• In Office Hearing Aid Repairs • Complete Line of Digital Hearing Aids

• Full Line of Hearing Aid Accessories

Val Scantlin, Hearing Aid Specialist/Owner

“Retired Veteran”

673-4000 125 N Trade Street
Call for appointment Seven Lakes Village

HEARING SOLUTIONS
“Your Hearing Is Our Concern”

CALL 910.692.7118 FOR RESERVATIONS
MasterCard, Visa and Discover Accepted

presents

March 23-27, 2011

5 PERFORMANCES ONLY!
Wednesday-Saturday 7:30PM • Sunday 2PM

SUNRISE
THEATRE

Ticket Prices: Adult - $22, Students under 18 - $15 
Special Pricing Night - Wed., March 23rd - All Seats $15

March Special
Dr. Amie Collins

6 Regional Drive Suite C, Pinehurst, NC 28374
(910) 295-9769 • beautifulskincarolina.com

  Get Ready For Summer....
 Underarm Laser Hair Removal $500 For Series Of 5
  Eminence Organic Facial - $45

(Continued from page 10)
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not an adversary of the
landowners. It brings in 9,000
to 10,000 guests a year to
Seven Lakes and is ranked
eighty-third  in the state. The
Club needs the community
and, likewise, the community
needs the Club.”

The only fellow board mem-
ber to ask Galford to recon-
sider, Director Kent Droppers
said he respected his position;
but expressed concerns about
the time frame. [Galford is
not running for reelection
and his term was set to expire
at the Annual Meeting, less
than two weeks away.]

“We often approached
things differently, but I would
ask that you reconsider,”
Droppers said. 

“By virtue of resigning, it
sets a precedent. This is dif-
ficult for all of us, but you’re
elected to this Board to do
what is in the best interest
of the community. We can
all disagree without being
disagreeable.”

Attacks become personal  
However, timing — no mat-

ter how short the interval —
was the critical factor in Gal-
ford’s decision to resign.

“It is my desire to respond
to comments that have been
made to us as directors and
published in The Times over
the entire period I have
served,” he said. “As sitting
directors, we don’t comment
back, and I respect that board
members should refrain from
such actions.”

Though he avoided men-
tioning any names, some of
Galford’s comments were
clearly a response to criticism
from Alan Shaw, a Southside
resident and one of the orig-
inal developers of the com-
munity, who has consistently
and vehemently opposed any
residential development of
the old driving range.

“It is time to stop taking
revenge on volunteers that
serve the community,” Gal-
ford said. “Pay some dues,
and run for the Board, and
use your self-proclaimed tal-

ents to serve the community,”
he challenged Shaw.

His comments prompted a
retaliatory spat with South-
sider Chuck Leach, who
demanded that an appropri-
ate explanation of Shaw’s
dues status should be includ-
ed alongside such statements.
[Editor’s note: Shaw is not
a member of the SLLA and
does not pay dues based on
legal agreements signed with
the Association in 1992 and
in 2006. You can read a full
explanation at www.seve-
nalkestimes.com.]

Galford continued, “We as
a Board argue about things
and that is good . . . A major-
ity of the Board reaches a
decision and we live with
that decision. We don’t go
back and continue to fight.
That is the way a board
should operate.”

“I just could not say these
things as a member of the
Board,” said Galford.”I think
what we have seen is dam-
aging the reputation of our
community. I want the public

to understand that they [the
Directors] are putting up with
a lot of abuse that has not
been brought forward.”

“I’m not saying whether it
is right or wrong that he
doesn’t pay dues,” Galford
said. “There is a problem
with him abusing the Board
and stating what the Asso-
ciation should be doing, when
he is not a member.”

History repeats itself
Shrouded in unfortunate

but familiar circumstances,
Galford’s decision to resign
over the tenor of recent
attacks on the Board is a
return to the very reason he
first ran for a seat.

Originally appointed to fill
the unexpired term of former
Director Laura Douglass,
who herself had resigned in
the wake of a tumultuous
year of infighting within the
Board ranks and the com-
munity at-large over several
divisive issues, Galford was
then reelected for a full term
the following year.

Responding to Northsider
Joan Cook’s observation that
the ugly side of politics has
been a problem before, Gal-
ford agreed.

“Yes. That’s why I ran,” he
said. “It was an embarrass-
ment to the community, and
I hoped I could step in to
help,” he explained.

Director Bud Shaver, who
sided with Galford last month
in opposition to another
equally contentious decision
— to outsource landscape
maintenance — agreed that
abusive emails and telephone
calls to Board members can
become unbearable.

Shaver said that just
recently he had talked Direc-
tor Chuck Mims out of resign-
ing over the same concerns.
While disagreements are
expected and acceptable, he
said, they do not need to
resort to name calling and
abuse.

“It discourages people from
running for the board,”
Shaver said, “and you have



Seven Lakes North         $279,500
Beautiful Split Plan Water Front

3 BR / 2 BA          Code 761
www.111BarberryCourt.com

Seven Lakes West            $699,000
Elegant Water Front – Breathtaking Views

4 BR / 3.5 BA        Code 762
www.105FeatherstonPoint.com

Seven Lakes South       $215,000
Affordable Brick Golf Front Home

4 BR / 2.5 BA            Code 697
www.103EssexCourt.com

Seven Lakes West           $329,000
Beautiful All Brick Golf Front

3 BR / 3 BA         Code 708
www.142BanbridgeDrive.com

Seven Lakes West       $259,000
Lovely Home – Spacious Floor Plan

3 BR / 2.5 BA         Code 714
www.413LongleafDrive.com

Seven Lakes West           $219,900
Lovely Custom Home - Open Floor Plan

3 BR / 2 BA          Code 723
www.167LongleafDrive.com

Seven Lakes West           $248,000
Great Location w/ Lake Auman Views

3 BR / 2.5 BA             Code 726
www.167BakerCircle.com

Seven Lakes North       $435,000
Spectacular & Spacious Water Front Home

3 BR / 3 BA         Code 735
www.110RunningBrookLane.com

Foxfire            $226,000
Wonderful yard – Great Split Floor Plan

3 BR / 2 BA          Code 739
www.2DickinsonCourt.com

Seven Lakes West       $460,000
Great Floor Plan- Beautiful Water Front

3 BR / 2 BA          Code 742
www.122McCrackenDrive.com

Seven Lakes West            $364,700
Elegant & Inviting Golf Front Home

3 BR / 2.5 BA         Code 746
www.158BanbridgeDrive.com 

Seven Lakes West              $299,000
Fantastic Floor Plan – Landscaped Yard

4 BR / 3 BA            Code 751
www.335LongeafDrive.com

Seven Lakes South         $228,000
Beautiful Golf & Water Front

3 BR / 2 BA          Code 756
www.126WinsfordCircle.com

McLendon Hills         $545,000
Spacious Floor Plan – Beautiful Landscape

4 BR / 4 BA           Code 757
www.460BrokenRidgeTrail.com

Seven Lakes South    $249,900
Great Floor Plan – Corner Lot

3 BR / 2 BA    Code 369
www.135DevonshireAve.com

View Floor Plans and Virtual Tours of Our Listings and See
ALL Moore County Listings and Community Information at www.MarthaGentry.com

(Continued from front page)

(See “Galford,” p. 19)
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to have an effective board to
run this Association.”

Galford addresses Talis
Prior to reading a prepared

letter of resignation, Galford
recommended several items
of interest to Community

Manager Alina Cochran.
Specifically, he noted that

there is a lack of adequate
information on the Talis-
based website, including the
community calendar section,
that no dues information is
posted, and that meeting
minutes have not been pub-

lished in a timely manner.
He questioned Cochran on

dues billing statements, and
recommended that a sample
statement should be provided
to the Board prior to mail-
ing.

“Last year, we had problems
tha t  shou ld  no t  have

occurred. I want to make
sure this is corrected before
they are mailed this year,”
said Galford.

He also expressed concern
about the accounting system,
how it lists members, and
how that information will be
used to verify ballots from

qualified voters in the upcom-
ing election.

Galford stated his belief
that Talis Management Group
has the capability to serve
the community well, but said
they must do a better job
than what has been demon-
strated to date.


(Continued from page 18)

After discussion, she agreed
to continue to research alter-
natives.

Water
With Moore County under

severe drought conditions,
Councilman Lauer reported
that wells are running nor-
mally, but reminded residents
that Foxfire Village remains
under voluntary water restric-
tions.

In addition, a test for leaks
in the system was conducted
and a second test will be run
again in two weeks. “You
always lose water in a system,
but we’re hoping to zero in
on any unknown leaks,”
explained Lauer.

Public Safety
No one was injured, but a

minor accident at the Foxfire
Village fire station did cause
some property damage.

“One of the firemen was
driving the truck into the
garage and his foot slipped.
It was an accident,” said
Koos.

He said the incident was
reported for insurance pur-
poses, and he was given the
impression the damages will
be covered.

Streets
A NC Department of Trans-

portation traffic study and
evaluation of the intersection
of Hoffman and Richmond
Road has not yet occurred,
reported Councilman John
Eltschlager.

In a related report, a copy
of the recently approved res-
olution stating Foxfire’s oppo-
sition to the potential transfer
of state roads to municipal
maintenance was faxed to
the Triangle J Council of
Governments and a lso
emailed to the NC League of

Municipalities.

Recreation
Fencing at the Village Cen-

ter swimming pool is not in
compliance with new regu-
lations, reported Mayor Erick-
son. 

The Council approved the
installationof a six foot wood
picket fence at a cost of
$4,990.

2010 Census data
According to recently

released 2010 Census data,
Foxfire experienced a surge
in population over the last
ten years — from 474 to 902
residents — a 90% increase,
the largest percentage in
Moore County.

“We tweaked the ordinances
in the early 2000’s to encour-
age building in Foxfire,” said
Erickson, noting changes in

the square footage require-
ment for garages and also
development of the Village
Green Park. “We did some
planning, and a lot of people
worked real hard — and the
result was people came and
our population nearly dou-
bled.”
Long Range Planning

A half-dozen focus group
meetings were held by the
Long Range Planning Com-

mittee, convening small
groups with specific interests
including families, retirees,
and business owners.

Long Range Planning Chair
Mick McCue said the data
collected from these meetings
will be used to create a more
detailed survey that will be
mailed out to all Foxfire res-
idents. 

Foxfire
(Continued from page 6)
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GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Seven Lakes Plaza Monday - Saturday
(By Beacon Ridge Entrance) 9:00 am – 7:00 pm
Seven Lakes, NC

Tammy Phan, Owner
910-673-1870

673-6237
145 WEST PLAZA DRIVE • SEVEN LAKES

Monday - Saturday 11– 9:30
Sunday Noon – 9:30

$100 OFF
Lunch or
Dinner
Buffet

(Not vaild with other offers.
Good through 4/15/2011)

10% OFF
Take Out

Any Order of
$10 or more

(Not vaild with other offers.
Good through 4/15/2011)

$100 OFF
Lunch or
Dinner
Buffet

(Not vaild with other offers.
Good through 4/15/2011)

7 LAKES CONSIGNMENTS, LLC

MMOVINGOVING , D, D OWNSIZINGOWNSIZING ??
Come and Consign with Us!

It’s Fun, Profitable, & Easy!
Open Sundays! Noon – 3 pm!
Seven Lakes Plaza • 910-673-2314

Monday – Saturday 10 – 5

Seven Lakes Plaza, Suite F

ANGIE KING • NICOLE GLANCY
Monday – Saturday  Appointments Available

Please call 673-1967

Now offering  . . . .

Keratin Smoothing Treatments
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
•  Casual Friday at Seven

Lakes Country Club – 5
to 9 pm, Buffet 5-6:30 pm,.
Food, games & socializing.


•  Keep Moore County Beau-

tiful, Inc. Mixed Paper
Recycling Drive – 9:00 am
- 3:00 pm, at the Boys &
Girls Club, 160 Memorial
Park Court, Southern
Pines. Acceptable items
include:  any type of paper,
Any type of Household and
Rechargeable Batteries,
Inkjet Cartridges, Cameras,
Cell Phones, diskettes, CDs,
DVDs, and Laptops. Joan
Neal, Keep Moore County
Beautiful, Inc. 947-3478
or jneal@moorecountync.go

• Spaghetti Dinner and
“Sale”-E-Bration – 5:00 to
8 :00  pm,  a t  Jackson
Springs Presbyter ian
Church fellowship hall.
Cost is $6 for adults, $3
for children under twelve.
Take-outs available. Beau-
tiful hand-quilted heart
appliqued quilt made by
member Joyce Shepard will
be raffled. Raffle tickets $1
each, are available at the
door or from any member.
S i l en t  auc t i on .
http://www.jackson-
springspc.org/News.dsp or
contact the church 910-
673-7630. 6244 NC Hwy
73, Jackson Springs, NC.

•  Kool Kids Parent Date
Night - 6:30 pm to 9:30
pm. Recreational play for
kids grades K-5th. Cost for
3 hour evening is $7/child
registered Kool Kids stu-
dents, or $12/child for oth-
ers. 4139 Hwy 211, Seven
Lakes ,  2  doo rs  f r om
McDonald’s.


•  First Day of Spring
•  Angel Food Orders – due

today at Seven Lakes Bap-
tist Church, Seven Lakes.
Orders must be received
by today, picked up at the
church Saturday, March
26, 9  and 10 am. Call for
information and orders
910-315-4655 or
910-673-4656 or

order www.anglefoodmin-
istries.com/ Payment by
cash, money order or food
stamps.

•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church – 9:30 am,
Holy Communion, 1145
Seven Lakes Dr., Seven
Lakes, 673-3838. All are
Welcome.

•  Seven  Lakes  West
Landowners Association
Annual Meeting – 2 pm,
West Side Park Community
Center, Great Room. Open
to all landowners.


•  Moore County Govern-

ment Public Forum – on

the County Budget FY
2011-2012, at Davis Com-
munity Center - 7 pm,
(4788 NC 705 highway,
Robbins). Purpose of forum
is to give citizens the oppor-
tunity to speak with the
County Manager and staff
about the budget. Forum
is informal with most of
the time devoted to ques-

t i ons  and
answers.
Contact Eli
A r r o y o -
Allen, 910
947-6363
or  T ami
Golden at
910 947-
4000,  in

the Administration Offices.


•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased. All
are welcome.

•  American Red Cross
Blood Drive – 11:30 am
to 4 pm, at FirstHealth Fit-
ness Center, 170 Memorial
Dr., Pinehurst. For appt.
call 715-1800. Eligibility
questions call donor coun-
selor 866-236-3276.

•  Zipper Club – 7 pm, Mon-

roe Auditorium, Art Edger-
ton, M.D., cardiothoracic
surgeon at Reid Heart Cen-
ter, will present at the
monthly meeting of the Zip-
per Club. A support group
for people recovering from
open-heart surgery and
related procedures.Call
(910) 715-5266.


•  Gallery at Seven Lakes

“Spring’s a Springing”
show –  open 1-4 pm, at
St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church, 1145 Seven
Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Civil War buff Matt Farina
to visit Senior Center –
3 pm, Farina will cover
events from January 1st
to the firing on Fort Sumter
at 4:30 in the morning on
April 12, 1861. Senior
Enrichment Center, 8040
Hwy 15-501 (2 miles north
of the Pinehurst traffic cir-
cle). Call 215-0900 to
reserve a seat.

•  Lenten Supper & Devo-
tional West End United
Methodist Church -  6
pm,  community is invited
to join the church for a
special meal, followed by
a Lenten devotional service

at 7 pm. A nursery will be
available. Contact Don Allen
at 295-0460 or the church
office at 673-1371. Join
WEUMC for this time of
fellowship and devotion.


•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly). Time of fellowship
and devotion with meal
provided at a charge of
$5/person.

•  Spring Theme at the St.
Mary Magdalene Art
Gallery – open 1-4 pm, at
St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church, 1145 Seven
Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Artist League of the Sand-
hills Exchange Gallery
Opening - 5 to 7 pm, Wine
& Cheese Reception “On
Being Human.” Exchange
Street Gallery Show and
Sale: March 24 - April 27.
Open Studios 10 am - 4
pm all four days. 129
Exchange St., Aberdeen,
9 1 0 - 9 4 4 - 3 9 7 9
www.artistleague.org

• Mother and Son Art
Exhibit at SCC – 4 pm,

What’s When
Calendar
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Hastings Gallery in the
Katharine L. Boyd Library
at Sandhills Community
College presents  “Mother
& Son” featuring the works
of artists Evelyn Condon
Dempsey and John Richard
Dempsey III. Reception 4
pm to 6 pm. Admission
free, open to public. Exhibit
will run through April 21.

•  Wine Tasting – at Sandhills
Winery 5:30 to 8 pm, great
wines, and food pairings.
1057 Seven Lakes Drive.
(910) 673-2949. www.sand-
hillswinery.com

• Moore County Govern-
ment Public Forum – 7
pm, on the County Budget
FY 2011-2012, at Vass
Town Hall, 140 Alma Street,
Vass. Purpose of the forum
is to give citizens the oppor-
tunity to speak with the
County Manager and staff
about the budget. Contact
Eli Arroyo-Allen, 910 947-
6363 or Tami Golden at
910 947-4000, Admin.
Offices.

•  Palustris Concert: The
Joshua Wolff Trio with
Jazz Diva Laura Didier –
7 pm,  Sassy and stylish
young vocalist Laura Didier
brings a touch of jazz to
beloved Broadway tunes,
backed up by Joshua Wolff
on piano. Only one per-
formance, Founders Hall,
Sacred Heart Church. Tick-
ets for Palustris Concert
available at Givens Book
Shop, Olmsted Village, Gen-
tlemen’s Corner, Pinehurst,
Country Book Shop, South-
ern Pines, or the Box Office.
www.carolinaphil.org  910-
687-4746.


•  Artist League of the Sand-

hills Sandhills Carving
Club –  10 - 4 pm daily;
Painting Classes - 9:00-
12:00; Follow the leader
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm, “Fun
with Alcohol Inks.” 129
Exchange St., Aberdeen.
9 1 0 - 9 4 4 - 3 9 7 9 .
www.artistleague.org

• Casual Friday at Seven
Lakes Country Club – 5
to 9 pm, Buffet 5-6:30 pm,
Food, games & socializing.

•  Palustris Concert: Ode to
Joy – at 7 pm, David
Michael Wolff leads musi-
cians from the Carolina
Philharmonic side by side
with many of Moore Coun-
ty’s most promising young
instrumental ists  and
singers in a concert cul-
minating in the Finale of
Beethoven’s greatest mas-
terworks, Barber’s Adagio
for Strings, Bach’s Key-
board Concerto in G minor
and more.  Concert at
Robert  E. Lee Auditorium,
Pinecrest High School. Tick-
ets available at Givens Book
Shop, Olmsted Village, Gen-
tlemen’s Corner, Pinehurst,
Country Book Shop, South-
ern Pines, or through the
Box Office. www.caroli-
naphil.org  910-687-4746.


•  Artist League of the Sand-

hills Follow the Leader -
9:00 - 12:00; 11:30 - 4:30,
“Fun with Alcohol Inks.”
129  Exchange  S t . ,
Aberdeen, 910-944-3979.
www.artistleague.org

• Palustris Concert: For the
Opera Lover – 3 pm. A

handful of the most-beloved
arias, duos, trios and cho-
ruses from the operatic
repertoire, as well as opera
transcriptions. Featuring
guests soloists and the Car-
olina Philharmonic Chorus.
Held at Owens Auditorium,
Sandhills Community Col-
lege.Tickets available at
Givens Book Shop, Olmsted
Village, Gentlemen’s Corner,
Pinehurst, Country Book
Shop, Southern Pines, or
through the Box Office.
www.carolinaphil.org  910-
687-4746.


•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-

copal Church – 9:30 am,
Holy Communion, 1145
Seven Lakes Drive, Seven
Lakes, 673-3838. All are
Welcome.

•  Seven Lakes Landowners
Association – 3:00 pm,
annual meeting. West End
Elementary School Gym.
Open to all landowners.

•  Artist League of the Sand-
hills Lecture – “North Car-
olina Artists Colonies” with
Molly Gwinn. 129 Exchange
St., Aberdeen. 910-944-
3979. www.artistleague.org


•  Women of Seven Lakes

Taste of the Town – 5  to

7 pm, at the Crawford Cen-
ter, West End Presbyterian
Church. Treats from across
Tickets $20/person, contact
Polly Cummins 673-2260
or purchase at Sandhills
Winery, Seven Lakes Drive.
50/50 raffle tickets avail-
able for pre-sale only, call
Ginger Finney, 673-1330.
Sponsored by the Women
of Seven Lakes, all proceeds
benefit the West End UMC
Food Pantry.

•  Bingo Night at Our Lady
of the Americas – 7 pm,
Early Bird Bingo; and 7:30
pm, Regular Bingo. 298
Farmers Market Road, off
Hwy 211, Candor. Mini-
mum purchase $15. 910
974-3051.

•  Sandhills Natural History
Society – 7 pm, at Wey-
mouth Woods Auditorium,
1024 Ft. Bragg Rd., South-
ern Pines, NC. Invasion:
North Carolina’s native
landscape is under attack
by harmful invasive plant
pests. Rick Iverson, a plant
ecologist with NC Dept of
Agriculture and Consumer
Services, will discuss state
programs designed to pre-
vent the entry and contain
the spread of invasive
weeds. Visitors welcome.
910-692-2167 www.sand-
hillsnature.org


•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased. All
are welcome. 


•  Final week for Spring

show at Gallery at Seven
Lakes – open 1-4 pm, at
St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church, 1145 Seven
Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Lenten Supper & Devo-
tional West End United
Methodist Church -  6
pm, the community is invit-
ed  to join the church for
a special meal, followed by
a Lenten devotional service
at 7 pm. Nursery available.
Don Allen at 295-0460 or
at 673-1371.

•  O’Neal School hosting
“Living with Wolves” –
6:30 pm, multimedia pres-
entation. Jim & Jamie
Dutcher, documentary film-
maker filmed the wolves
and observed intimate pack
behavior. Free to public;
acquire tickets at Country
Book Shop or O’Neal School
910 692 -6920 ext. 100.

NEW HOMES
Renovations & Additions
Replacement Windows
Reasonably Priced

Lakeview Construction Co.
Harry Eilert

1030 7 Lakes Drive, Suite A,
West End, NC 27376

910-673-4800
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The wedding invitation
arrived with yesterday’s mail.
Gilt-edged and beribboned
with a majestic script, it was
everything I expected from
these much-anticipated nup-
tials.   

Alas, I’m headed across
town for a party with Ed &
Kandi, rather than the one
across the pond with Will &
Kate. You see like Fergie,
the First Family, and most
other heads of state, I didn’t
score an invite to the royal
fête at Westminster Abbey. 

But, even though Lord
Chamberlain’s office didn’t
come calling, I’m still planning
on feathers and pearls for
my hat.

Yes, I said hat: that quin-

tessential must-have acces-
sory for a royal wedding —
even if it’s witnessed on the
flickering small screen. 

With a five hour time dif-
fer-

ence between West End, NC
and West End, UK, I’m guess-
ing my look will probably be
feathers, pearls, and pajamas
— which could actually be
an improvement over the
Windsor’s guests, considering

that the official invite rec-
ommends uniform, morning
coat, or lounge suit.

Lounge suit? 
I have this frightening men-

tal image of
l ad i es  in
hats  and
men  in
pastel poly-
ester. Oops,
tha t ’ s  a
leisure suit,
my  m is -
take.

So I, my hat, and my slip-
pers will be firmly fixed in
front of the television at
o’dark-thirty on April 29. I’ve
even invi ted HRH “The
Princess of Pink” to join me.
After all, this is a family tra-

dition.
Way back in 1981, a very

bleary-eyed ‘tween Laura was
up at dawn to watch Eng-
land’s Rose stumble over her
twenty-five foot bridal train
and her groom’s nearly as
long list of given names.

What can I say? I have a
thing for Brits and princess-
es.

Though I admit my interest
leans more to the modern or
mythical variety of the ulti-
mate job than the actual sta-
tion.

I had a good chuckle a few
years ago watching a friend’s
‘tween son play a medieval
strategic computer game.
Thoughtfully he explained
the roles of each character

– nobles and knights, mer-
chants and priests.

Pleasantly surprised, I
noticed the game also includ-
ed princesses.

“Oh yeah but they have no
value,” said the kid without
a hint of irony or sexism.
“Well at least until they’re
twelve or thirteen years old
and then you can marry them
off to a rival to create an
alliance.”

Hmm, reason 249 that I
prefer my princesses in Dis-
ney gear or expensive Euro
fashions.

Now if I could just find my
hot glue gun and a few feath-
ers . . .

What’s a wedding without a great hat?

Seven Lakes Times
March 18, 2011 OPINION

Question: My husband is
Jewish and I am Christian.
We have two daughters, and
we have tried to expose them
to both of our faith traditions
by taking them to worship
at the synagogue and a main-
line protestant Christian
Church.  Our oldest daughter
is eleven and has expressed
interest in both religions.
She would like to have a Bat
Mitzvah at the temple and
also be confirmed in the
Church.  Have you ever heard
of this being done?  Is it pos-
sible?  If you were the pastor

or rabbi, would you allow it?

Response: What a mar-
velous question and what a
wonderful daughter! You and
your husband are to be con-
gratulated for keeping your
two daughters aware and
appreciative of the traditions
and teachings of both of your
religions. Your oldest daugh-
ter ’ s  in terests  in  both
Judaism and Christianity
show that you are succeed-
ing.

I personally have never
heard of a young man or

young woman who simulta-
neously prepared for a Bar
Mitzvah or a Bat Mitzvah
while also studying the Chris-
tian Faith in preparation for
confirmation. This, of course,
does not mean that it can’t
or shouldn’t be done. I think
the idea is very exciting.

I have known a number of
adults who either
converted from
Christianity to
Judaism or from
Judaism to Chris-
tianity who chose
to take instruction
in  Juda ism or
attended a confir-
mation class in
preparation for church mem-
bership. 

Many of these persons have
told me that knowing the
tenets of Christianity made
them more religious Jews,
and, conversely, those con-
verting to Christianity learned
to appreciate more what they
learned from their previous
study of the Torah. 

It may interest the readers
of this column to know that
at Vanderbilt University Divin-

ity School, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine
is a professor of both New
Testament and Jewish Stud-
ies.  

A parishioner of a church
I served in Georgia felt a
strong call to ministry, but
he believed that his ministry
must not be confined to
Christianity, but it must be

inter-faith in its approach
to the needs of the world’s
people. He found the New
Seminary for Inter-faith Stud-
ies in New York, and after
finishing his studies there
became an ordained interfaith
minister. The motto of that
seminary is “Never instead
of; always in addition to…”

Your daughter’s wish can
only be fulfilled if you find a
pastor and a rabbi who will
work together in providing

a course of instruction that
teaches both traditions with
knowledge, understanding
and sensitivity. If I were that
pastor, I would cherish that
opportunity.

The two of you and your
daughters are on the thresh-
old of a new awakening in
the history of the world’s reli-

gions. You will live to see
what I have yearned
for through my 60
years as Christian
minister. 

For the love of God
and the future of the
earth, we simply must
create an atmosphere
of understanding and

cooperation among all the
world’s religions. 

I believe your daughter’s
request is a harbinger of a
new day in religious educa-
tion. We should make every
effort to make her wish come
true, for God’s sake.

Don Welch is the minister
at The Seven Lakes Chapel
in the Pines and welcomes

your questions. Write him at
dwelch1@nc.rr.com.

Confirmation and Bat Mitzvah?
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Dear Editor:
I was a member of the

Association’s finance com-
mittee who participated in
the independent analysis of
the Talis proposal to out
source mowing within our
community. I, like my fellow
committee members, studied
the Trusdell, Shaver, and
Darr reports of the mainte-
nance function and we all
came to the same conclusion.
It will cost the Association
more money.

I concluded that we need
a properly sized maintenance
function with a supervisor,

not the bare bones function
as contained in the Talis pro-
posal to make it “cost Neu-
tral.”

Those referenced studies
indicated to me that we need
a function headed up by
supervisor with three or four
full time employees to do the
work for the community. With
this sized function the Talis
proposal would cost us
$100,000 to $130,000 more
per year in my estimation.
Without a properly sized
maintenance function who
will do the work identified
in the reserve study? Will it

be contracted out at even
more additional cost?

I am disappointed in our
Board’s decision to out
source, and I am angry that
the Board completely ignored
the analysis and recommen-
dation made by the finance
committee. My recourse will
be to vote for Meyer, Racine,
Fentzlaff and Darr. My hope
is that these gentlemen will
demand a reduction in the
Talis fee because their pro-
posal results in fewer people
to manage.

Gil Jones
Seven Lakes South

Flawed decision-making Featured
Homes 125 West Plaza Drive, Seven Lakes, North Carolina

The Property Center
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Never Clean
Gutters Again!

We've Finally Found Gutter
Covers That Really Work!

Call Today For
A Free Estimate

Watch For More New Products And Services

Dear Editor:
I was completely amazed

at the Seven Lakes Landown-
ers Association board mem-
bers in connection with Seven
Lakes Country Club’s recent-
ly-filed covenants. 

Our board has failed this
community miserably in that
none of them read what the
Club proposed. They simply
voted yes in an illegally called
closed meeting. I imagine
they are all running for cover
now.

Randy Zielsdorf, Melinda
Scott, Bud Shaver, and no
doubt the rest of the board,
along with the Board’s attor-
ney, Hunter Stovall, has

shown that they are unwor-
thy to represent this com-
munity.  I sat next to Zielsdorf
on the board when the vote
to sign an agreement with
the Club was taken in 2007,
and one important issue was
that the golf course would
always be just that, a golf
course. 

Now in one swoop, behind
closed doors, if anything hap-
pens to the country club, it
could be developed into home
sites! That phrase, “or resi-
dential development,” does
not take a legal degree to
understand. A fifth grader
could tell you that. This is
why we need open meetings

and open dialogue about
what’s going on.  This situ-
ation could have been called
into question and corrected. 

This is not just a Country
Club matter and not the busi-
ness of the SLLA, as directors
Shaver, Zielsdorf, and Scott
want you to believe. This
affects the entire community.
I hope everyone votes in the
coming election and certainly
note for Zielsdorf or Bruce
Keyser. You can see what
they’ve done and how they
have not represented the
best interests of Seven Lakes.

Steve Hudson
Seven Lakes North Side

Board has failed Association

7 Lakes EMS
Chicken Dinner

Seven Lakes Emergency
Medical Services, Inc. will
hold their Annual Chicken
Dinner fundraiser on Fri-
day, April 8. Lunch will
be served from 11:30 am
through 2 pm and dinner
between 4:30 pm and 7
pm. 

The dinner will consist
of a choice of chicken
breast or drumstick &
th i gh  and  inc ludes
coleslaw, baked beans,
roll, desert, and beverage.
You can dine at the EMS
building or purchase take-
out dinners. The price is
$7 per dinner.
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by Greeg Hankins
Times Editor

“I want people to step back
and look at the whole docu-
ment , ”  Seven  Lakes
Landowners Association
[SLLA] President Randy
Ziesldorf told The Times,
responding to a story on the
failure of Seven Lakes Coun-
try Club’s [SLCC] newly filed
covenants to prevent possible
residential development of
the golf course [See page 1.]

“If you look at the whole
document ,  the  C lub ’ s
covenants are absolutely con-
sistent with that document.”

The document that Ziels-
dorf wants his membership
to take a big-picture view of
is  the 2007 Agreement
between the SLLA and the
Club that aimed to put an
end to controversy surround-
ing the Club’s plan to sell
its old driving range to a res-
idential developer.

That agreement called for
the Club to develop a set of
covenants protecting its prop-
erty. Those covenants were
filed with Moore County on
February 15, more than
three-and-one-half years after
the 2007 agreement was
signed.

In 2007, Zielsdorf, along
with his fellow SLLA directors
Laura Douglass and Don
Truesdell, said publicly that
they supported the Agreement
because it would prevent the
Club’s fairways and greens
from ever being carved up
into residential building lots.

The  SLLA  P r es iden t
exaplined his change of heart
on that point in an interview
with The Times, an email to

his fellow Board members,
and a statement delivered
during the Monday, March
14 SLLA Work Session.

“The most clearly worded
statement”

What changed Zielsdorf’s
mind about the implications
of the 2007 Agreement, he
told The Times, was careful
scrutiny, in recent days, of
the fourth point of the doc-
ument, which reads: “Upon
the sale of any Seven Lakes
Country Club property for
residential purposes such
properties will be subject to
the South Side Covenants.”

Highlighting the phrase
“any Seven Lakes Country
Club property” and noting
that “properties” is expressed
in the plural, Zielsdorf told
The Times: “It implies the
Club would be selling some-
thing other than the old driv-

ing range for residential devel-
opment.”

“Number four is wide open;
it could mean any country
club property,” Zielsdorf said.
“I don’t know how anyone
can read bullet point number
four and not interpret it this
way.”

Speaking at the March 14
Work Session, he said “While
Bullet #4 cannot trump Bullet
#1, neither can Bullet #1
trump Bullet #4.”

Zielsdorf told The Times,
“Maybe I should have been
paying a little more attention
to this four years ago. But
this has been out there for
four years. I think, in the
haste, everyone has read this
to think that it is only about
the old driving range.”

In an email to his fellow
Board members that was for-
warded to The Times, Ziels-
dorf writes: “If anything, Bul-

let #4 is the most clearly
worded statement in the July
2007 document.”

He goes on to say, “Like it
or not, the wording in the
CC Covenants is consistent
with the wording of the orig-
inal July 2007 agreement.
[SLLA Attorney Hunter] Sto-
vall’s value to the association
was that he emphasized that
“should” any CC property be
developed, that it must fall
under  the  South  S ide
Covenants. This is empha-
sized in the CC covenants.”

Zielsdorf’s email also indi-
cates that, from his perspec-
tive, the matter of the Club’s
covenants is closed, so far
as the Association is con-

cerned. 
“In light of the recent flap,”

Zielsdorf writes, “if the CC
wants  t o  r e v i s i t  the i r
covenants that is entirely
their business, the SLLA
should take no further action
on this.”

“Better than the original”
Asked specifically about

the fourth bullet point of the
agreement, Attorney Stovall
was less interested in focus-
ing there than in directing
attention to the overall con-
tent of the document.

“If you look at [points] 1,4,
and, to some extent, 5,”  Sto-
vall told The Times . . . the

Zieldorf: Covenants jibe with agreement
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green.
After considerable public

debate and private negotia-
tion, SLLA President Don
Truesdell announced in
August 2007 that the Asso-
ciation and the Club had
signed an agreement that
would allow the development
of the old range, subject to
the covenants of Seven Lakes
South, and would preserve
forever the remainder of the
Club’s property as a golf
course.

In the first clause of the
five-point agreement, the
SLLA granted the Club the
right “to establish its own
covenants limiting the use
of all Country Club property
to the operations of the golf
course and country club.”
Association Attorney Hunter
Stovall was granted the right
to review the covenants “to
insure compliance with this
requirement.”

It appears those covenants
were written not long after
the agreement was signed,
but they were put to the side
as the Club and Association
joined forces to repel a lawsuit
filed to overturn the agree-
ment. After winning that suit,
as an economic downturn
cooled the real estate market
and dashed the Club’s hopes
of selling the old driving
range, neither Board appar-
ently had much interest in
dusting off the proposed
covenants and finalizing the
other four points of the 2007
agreement.

The driving range
deal resurfaces

Fast forward to 2010, and
a new SLCC Board developed
renewed interest in selling
the driving range. The SLLA
Board found itself under per-
sistent questioning from the

membership about when the
Country Club’s covenants
would be filed. 

Members also wanted to
know when a second element
of the 2007 agreement — an
easement creating a buffer
between the property and
Seven Lakes Drive, to prevent
opening a second entrance
into the South Side through
the old range — would be
finalized.

Negotiations resumed, with
the Club holding the ease-
ment hostage in order to
obtain a rewrite of the fifth
point of the 2007 agreement,
which dealt with the rela-
tionship between any devel-
oper of the driving range and
the SLLA’s Architectural
Review Board. The SLCC
Board wanted to ensure that
any developer of the old driv-
ing range would be treated
fairly.

SLLA President Randy
Zielsdorf — the only member
of his Board who was also
serving in 2007 — focused
on the easement. Architec-
tural Review Director Melinda
Scott focused on the rewrite

of bullet point five. SLCC
President Steve Ritter handled
the negotiations for the Club.

No one, apparently, spent
much time reading the new
Country Club covenants,
other than SLCC Attorney
Penny Hayes and SLLA Attor-
ney Hunter Stovall, who was
charged with ensuring that
the document limited “the
use of all Country Club prop-
erty to the operations of the
golf course and country club.”

On Valentine’s Day, the
SLLA Board unanimously
approved an amendment to
the 2007 agreement that
rewrote bullet point five. SLLA
President Zielsdorf and SLCC
President Ritter signed the
easement. Ritter signed the
new covenants, which were
fi led the next day, and
announced that a Raleigh-
based home builder had
signed a purchase contract
for the old driving range.
Photos were taken to com-
memorate the event.

No one noted during the
meeting — nor, so far as The
Times has been able to deter-
mine, did anyone other than

Attorneys Hayes and Stovall
actually understand — that
the covenants Ritter signed
allow any and all the acreage

owned by Seven Lakes Coun-
try Club to be subdivided
and sold as residential lots:
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from the Number 1 tee box
to the Number 18 green,
including the old driving
range, the clubhouse and
maintenance building, and
even the tennis facility in
Seven Lakes North.

The declaration that Ritter
signed, filed with the County
of Register of Deeds the fol-
lowing day, read, under the
heading “Use Restrictions,”
as follows: “The Declarant’s
[SLCC’s] use of the property
shall be limited to the oper-
ation and management of a
golf and country club or res-
idential development.”

“Or residential
development.”

That three word phrase
means that the Club, or any-
one to whom it might decide
to sell all or part of its prop-
erty, can subdivide the prop-
erty and sell lots or build
houses — not that it is likely,
or that it will happen, but
that the Country Club’s new
covenants explicitly allow
that use.

It is not clear when, in the
process that created the
Country Club’s covenants,
the phrase “or residential
development” was added to
“the operations of the golf
course and country club,”
the limitation called for in
the original 2007 agreement.

Attorney Hayes authored
the document, but, after for-
warding a copy to Stovall,
lost the original in her com-
puter. Stovall then recreated
the text, so his name appears
on the recorded copy as pre-
parer.

It is clear is that Stovall
believes the addition of “or
residential development” is
in keeping with the intention
of the original agreement.

“That is absolutely consis-
tent with the original agree-
ment,” Stovall told The Times.
“It was never the idea that
this could only be a golf
course.” While acknowledging
that adding “or residential
development” may not seem
to square with the first point
of the 2007 agreement, Sto-
vall insisted it conforms to
the overall intent of the doc-
ument.

“The concern was,” he

explained, “if the golf course
was not a golf course any
more, what would happen
with this property? The con-
cern was that it not be com-
mercially developed. What
we didn’t want to have hap-
pen — and nobody wanted
to have happen — is that we
wanted to avoid any type of
commercial development on
any of the country club prop-
erty.”

Stovall told The Times that
restricting the use of the land
solely to the operations of a
golf course and country club
“would be an impossibility.”

“That would be like telling
the newspaper that you
always have to be a news-
paper,” he added. “It was
saying ‘You can be a country
club.’ If you’re not a country
club, the land would be sold,
so that’s why we talked about
residential. I don’t believe
the agreement was ever about
‘You can only be a golf
course.’”

The original objective
In August of 2007, when

he announced the SLLA

Boards’ four-to-three vote to
approve the five-point agree-
ment with Seven Lakes Coun-
try Club, then-President Don
Truesdell read from a pre-
pared statement explaining
the rationale for signing the
agreement.

“The four most important
points in this agreement
were,” Truesdell said: “One.
To insure that the Seven
Lakes Country Club golf
course could only be used
as a golf course and no other
purpose.”

In the days following Trues-
dell’s announcement, The
Times interviewed each mem-
ber of the SLLA Board of
Directors, asking about their
vote on the agreement.

Former Director Laura
Douglass, who voted in favor
of signing the agreement,
told The Times, “We wanted
to make sure that there was
language in the agreement
that stipulated that the entire
golf course property — except
for the old driving range —
would forever remain a golf
course.”

Director Randy Zielsdorf

— now the Association’s Pres-
ident — told The Times that
the agreement would prevent
the Club or any future owner
of the golf course property
from carving up the fairways
into building lots.

“Trying to preserve the golf
course and trying to get some
protection on the old driving
range [that is, the buffer
along Seven Lakes Drive] was
more important than getting
bogged down in the issue of
houses on the old driving
range,” he said.

Did anyone read
the covenants?

By their own witness, the
SLLA Board members who
voted to approve the 2007
SLLA-SLCC Agreement
believed they were protecting
the golf course property from
future residential develop-
ment. How and when the
Board’s attorney came to
misunderstand that intention
is not clear. An intervening
lawsuit and the simple pas-

sage of time may have played
a role — as well as the  fact
that  only  one Director
remains from the Board that
approved the 2007 agree-
ment.

And that Director, now-
President Randy Zielsdorf,
was focused on the easement
along Seven Lakes Drive, was
uncomfortable reading legal
documents, and trusted Sto-
vall to look after the Associ-
ation’s interests in the word-
ing of the SLCC’s covenants.

“Tha t  document  was
blessed by our attorney,”
Zielsdorf told The Times when
asked about the discrepancy
between the 2007 Agreement
and  the  2011  SLCC
covenants. “I’m not sure how
many Board members sat
down and read it.”

“Personally, I did not get
involved in the country club’s
covenants,” he added. “I was
relying upon [Attorney]
Hunter [Stovall] to be the
watchdog there.”
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Ziesldorf said that prevent-
ing the residential subdivision
of the Club’s property — aside
from the old driving range
— “was the whole purpose
o f  the  Count ry  C lub
covenants.” If the Club’s
covenants would allow devel-
opment of the property, he
said, “That would be a sur-
prise to our Board, if that is
what those cove-nants end
up doing.”

[Since The Times initially
interviewed Zielsdorf on the
matter, he has determined
that the Club’s covenants are
in keeping with the 2007
Agreement. See story on page
24.]

Stovall told The Times that
he  p r ov ided  the  d ra f t
covenants to Zielsdorf and
Community Manager Alina
Cochran for distribution to
the full SLLA Board.

“Both attorneys agreed that
the covenants seemed to be
appropriate,” ARB Director
Scott told The Times. “We’re
paying them to look out for
our interests.” Scott was the
Association’s chief negotiator
on the revisions to bullet
point five of the 2007 agree-
ment. She said she had read
the proposed covenants when
they were presented to the
Board in July and “browsed

through them a month or
two ago.”

“We were told that the attor-
neys had blessed both of
those documents,” she said. 

SLCC President Steve Ritter
told The Times that he hadn’t
read the Club’s Declaration
in the past six months.

“I’m not an expert on this
stuff,” Ritter said of the legal
documents. “I’m not really
eligible or able to discuss it
intelligently at this point. I’ve
read the documents a couple
of times.”

Ritter continued: “My com-
ment to [SLCC Attorney]
Penny [Hayes] was: ‘Will this
document allow us to take
the former driving range and
sell it for residential purpos-
es?’ I’m not an attorney . . .
This was approved by the
Country Club Board, and
accepted by the landowners’
attorney.”

Development unlikely
Both Scott and Zielsdorf

told The Times that they felt
it was unlikely that the Club’s
property, aside from the old
driving range, would ever be
parceled into residential lots.

“Most of those fairways are
pretty landlocked,” Zielsdorf
said. “I think that it would
be very difficult for a devel-
oper to go in there and create

building lots.”
“It’s ludicrous to think that,

as long as they [the Club]
are up and running, that
they would start selling off
the golf course,” Scott said,
adding “when I look at the
country club members, every-
one is absolutely invested in
maintaining that golf course.”

If financial difficulties ever
forced the club into bank-
ruptcy, Scott said, a bank-
ruptcy judge would pay little
attention to covenants when
deciding how best to satisfy
the Club’s creditors.

Ritter told The Times his
Board is firmly fixed on the
objective of maintaining and
improving the Club as a going
concern. “The intent of the
Seven Lake Country Club
Board of Directors is to keep
it a country club,” Ritter said.
“A lot of us [Board members]
live on the country club . . .
Our intent is to keep this a
fine quality golf course.”

South Side Covenants
Would Apply

Should the land that cur-
rently makes up the Country
Club’s golf course, or its ten-
nis facility, ever be sold to a
developer, the new covenants

provide that the property will
be subject to the Declaration
of Restrictive Covenants for
Seven Lakes, South Side.
The document explicitly notes
that those covenants would
be enforceable by the Seven
Lakes Landowners Associa-
tion.

That provision appears to
be designed to satisfy Point
4 of the 2007 agreement,
which reads: “Upon the sale
of any Seven Lakes Country
Club property for residential
purposes such properties will
be subject to the South Side
Covenants.”

The Section 6.3 of the Dec-
laration gives the Club the
right to amend it at any time,
which calls into question the
permanence of even the
restriction of future uses of
the golf course acreage to
residential uses. However,
the Club cannot amend the
Declaration in a way that
would take away the SLLA’s
authority to enforce the South
Side Covenants on the prop-
erty, if it were sold for resi-
dential purposes.

Public input lacking?
Having spotted the discrep-

ancy between the 2007 Agree-
ment and the Club’s 2011

Declaration in a quick read-
through, The Times asked
Zielsdorf, Scott, and Stovall
whether there might have
been some virtue in releasing
the document to the public
before it was filed, so that,
perhaps, its limitations might
have surfaced in public
debate.

All three said the Declara-
tion is ultimately the Club’s
document, not the Associa-
tion’s. “It would have been
inappropr i a t e  f o r  the
landowners association to
have disseminated to the
general public the country
club’s proposed documents,”
Stovall said.

SLLA Director Bud Shaver,
also an SLCC member, told
The Times that he felt the
Association had no right to
pass judgement on the Club’s
covenants. But he would have
appreciated, as a Club mem-
ber, having the opportunity
to review and vote on them.

“I don’t think I, as a [SLLA]
Board member, have any
business telling the country
club what their covenants
should say or not,” Shaver
said. “But I would like to see
the Country Club present
their covenants to the mem-
bership.”



BOLTON  BUILDERS INC.
Designer and Builder of Award Winning Homes for over 18 Years!

We have available building lots, too!

4317 Seven Lakes Plaza, West End, NC
910-673-3603 • 910-673-0233 (FAX)

www.boltonbuildersinc.com  •  boltonbuilders@nc.rr.com

TAKING REMODELING TO THE NEXT LEVEL!

Chuck and
Michelle Bolton

Let our award-winning company handle all your remodeling
needs, Large jobs or small jobs – we add
a touch of flair to every job we do.
Let us build something special with you!

Family Owned
Southern Pines • Pinehurst 
West End/Seven Lakes

BOLES
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

692-6262  •  673-7300

(Continued from page 26)



  28              Seven Lakes Times           March 18, 2011                                                                                                                                      NEWS

meaning of this — and I think
it is consistent with their [the
SLLA Board’s] discussion
and their document — it’s
that they [SLCC] would run
it as a country club and golf
course as long as they ran
it; and, if they sold it, it would
only be for residential pur-
poses, and it would be cov-
ered by the South Side
covenants.”

“If you take just bullet point
#1,” Stovall continued, “it’s
not consistent. But if you
take the four corners of the
document, the agreement is
consistent with our final prod-
uct.”

“We don’t want to take a
phrase or one sentence and
try to hang too much on
that,” he said. “If you look

at [bullet point] one, you’re
looking at just one part of
the agreement.”

“They are to run it as a
golf course. If they stop run-
ning it as a golf course,they
can sell it for residential
development — they have
eliminated selling it for any-
thing else.”

“I’ll stand by the fact that
the covenants reflect the orig-
inal agreement,” Stovall told
The Times. “If anything, the
Country Club prepared a
document that really was
better — the final result was
better than the original agree-
ment.”

If the Club goes under
In his statement during

the Monday, March 14 SLLA
Work Session, Zielsdorf said,

should the Country Club fail,
the Association would be left
with few options.

“The SLCC has worked very
hard to keep their course
within the top 100 golf cours-
es in North Carolina for the
last three years,” Zielsdorf
said. “I believe they will con-
tinue to work very hard to
keep the golf course viable. 

“But let’s assume the worst
case scenario that the SLCC
goes bankrupt. It is highly
unlikely that the SLLA will
ever be able to afford to pur-
chase the entire golf course,
let along maintain it for green
spaces. It is better for the
SLLA to have the agreement
o f  2007 and the  SLCC
Covenants which clearly spec-
ify that any development on
any of the SLCC properties

must conform to the South
Side Covenants.”

Opportunity for Amendment
Unlike the covenants that

govern the rest of the property
inside the North and South
Side Gates, the SLCC’s new
covenants give the Club the
right to easily amend the
document, as long as that
amendment is done in accor-
dance with “the By Laws of
the Declarant,” i.e., the Coun-
try Club’s by laws.

The Times asked Stovall
whether this meant the Coun-
try Club Board or member-
ship could, at some later
date, decide to lift the restric-
tions limiting the property
to residential development,
in order to allow some sort
of commercial development

of the property.
“They can’t come in and

say, we’re going to change
the covenants to eliminate
the coverage of the South
Side covenants,” Stovall
replied. “My feeling is they
are precluded from changing
that based on the language
of the document.”

On the other hand, he
added, “People do things they
aren’t authorized to all the
time.”

The fact that the Club can
amend the covenants — while
a weakness in terms of the
document’s ability to protect
the golf course from devel-
opment — also means that
Club members could amend
and strengthen the covenants
to ensure that the fairways
are never subdivided.
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was recently awarded a
removal contract, will present
options to fill in the area. In
addition, crushed gravel may
be added around the facility
to reduce mud.

•  Discussed a request to
install a private dock on Asso-
ciation property. While the
requestor provided a deed,
property lines and accessi-
bility were unclear.  Going
around the table, the Board
determined more information
would be required, including
input from neighbors and a
legal review, prior to any
action.

•  Heard a request from
Droppers recommending
that No Parking signs be rein-
stalled for the warmer months
along F i re tree  Lane at
Sequoia Point and also that
split-rail fencing be installed
in the parking area.

•  Heard a request from
Shaver recommending that
Cochran contact NC-DOT to
have the safety flashing lights
reinstalled on Seven Lakes
Drive near the entrance gates.
The lights were removed and
not replaced after repairs

were made on the road shoul-
ders.

•  Heard a request from
Director Bruce Keyser, Jr. to

draft a dues policy for septic
lots — either set at zero or
a proportionate share. His-
torically, septic lots have not

been assessed, but there is
no formal policy in place. In
related discussion, Zielsdorf
also expressed interest in

developing a policy outlining
responsibility for maintenance
of septic lots.



John A. Whelan
Broker/Owner

www.WhelanRealty.com
John@WhelanRealty.com

Visit our Site for Visual Tours of our listings and 
to Access the Entire MLS for the Area (updated daily).
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(Continued from page 3)

“This is not a rebuff on
charter schools,” said Lang.
“We’re saying, please fund
them appropriately.”

While public schools are
required to educate all chil-
dren, charter schools are
not. In addition, the proposed
legislation releases the min-
imum requirement of stu-
dents in a charter school.

Lang explained that while
public schools receive money
that must be spent in a cer-
tain way; charter schools
are not limited.

“ROTC dollars would go to
schools that don’t have
ROTC. Nutrition fund dollars
would go to schools that
don’t have to offer food serv-
ices,” said Lang.

If Senate Bill 8 is approved,
as is, the funding impact to
MCS could be as much as
$300,000 a year, predicted
Chief Financial Officer Mike
Griffin.

(Continued from page 7)

MCS
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


 


















 




 




 









 



  
  





SEVEN LAKES WEST LOT
FOR SALE – Lake Auman boat-
ing access. Low taxes $35 per
year. Lot # 4117 asking $13,775.
Contact listing broker Ross Laton
910-690-6679 or access MLS
# 141984.                         3tp 2/18

WEST SIDE LOT FOR SALE
BY OWNER – Corner lot on
Otter Drive and Sunset Point,
Seven Lakes West and Lake
Auman, one lot off the water.
Nice wooded lot with large trees
and great water view. $47,500.
Call 910-690-6491 or 910-673-
7320.                                    tfn

NICE LARGE NORTH SIDE
LOT – on Sandspur, adjoins the
Soccer Field (.65 acre). $22,000.
910-690-9706.





  
 
   


    




 
  












SEVEN LAKES OFFICE FOR
SALE OR LEASE – South Park
Office Building. Great location.
1481 sf  +/ - ,  sa le pr ice of
$125,000 or will lease main level
approximately 1000 sf, one bath
& kitchenette for $850 or 2nd
level included for $1200 per
month. 910-673-0004                                  





   







 
  

 





 



  
   


HIGH PROFILE LOCATION –
1800 sf office space, (includes
6 offices, reception area, lunch
and file room). (1) 450 sf office
space and (2) 100 sf office
spaces available at 1030 Seven
Lakes Drive. Call 910-673-4800.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE –
1260 sf, open space, w/kitchen
area; also 740 sf office w/kitchen
area available at 980 Seven
Lakes Drive. Call 910-673-4800.





 
  


 



 



 
  
  


J&L HOME SERVICES — “A
H a n d y  M a n  a n d  M o r e . ”
Interior/Exterior Home Mainte-
nance & Repairs. Call today for
Free estimates.Your Seven
Lakes Neighbor. Call 673-3927.

Seven Lakes Times
March 18, 2011

Times Classifieds
Classified Ads
are $1 per line,

with a $3 minimum,
paid in advance
of publication.
Email your ad to

mail@sevenlakestimes.net

AA SELF STORAGEAA SELF STORAGE
Hwy 211 - West End

Between Pinehurst & Seven Lakes

Indoor Storage Just Opened!
25% Off Introductory Rates!

910-315-6350

• 5 x 10
• 10 x 15
• 15 x 25
• 20 x 20
• Convenient Locations
• Lighted & Secure
• Short & Long Term
• RV & Boat Storage

SIZESSIZES

5071 US Hwy#1,Vass, North Carolina 28394

Offering affordable spay
and neuter services
for those in need

Spay Neuter Veterinary
Clinic of the Sandhills

Call 910-692-FIXX (3499) for an appointment

In home companionship and personal care services 
(assistance with bathing, ambulation and incontinence issues)

Meal preparation      Light housekeeping
Transportation Services

(910)246-8000 2296D NC Hwy 5 Aberdeen
Bonded, licensed and insured. Comprehensive background checks.

PROVIDING . . .
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



   





  






  








JOHN KELLY MAINTENANCE
& REPAIR LLC– 25 yrs of expe-
rience, no job too small. Seven
Lakes resident. Call 673-1605.

    
  





PROFESSIONAL SERVICES –
serving Seven Lakes, Foxfire,
and Pinehurst w/lawn mainte-
nance & more for residential
and commercial customers. Year
round service. Mowing, weed
eating, picking up debris, blowing.
Shrub pruning, limb & tree
removal and hauling away. Seed-
ing/sod lawns. Leaf & straw
removal. Haul and spread pine
straw, bark, soil, gravel and
mulch. Aerate, de–thatch, and
edge lawns. Weeding of flower
beds, planting shrubs.Re–surface
gravel driveways. Blow roofs
and clean gutters. Pressure
washing homes, decks, concrete
walks, driveways, & boats. Install
driveway curbing and sprinkler
systems. Garden tilling. Other
odd jobs around the house?
You need it done! We will do
it! Call John 673-7320 or mobile
telephone 910-690-6491.






  


SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE OF
ABERDEEN – We have a fer-
tilization and weed management
program for your lawn. Ask about
our free application given to all
new Seven Lakes customers.
910-944-1322.

DIRTY DEEDS DONE DIRT
CHEAP! – $19/month. 96 gallon
roll-out container provided for
weekly pickup. Fully insured.
Locally owned & operated. Pro-
fessional Service. 100% Service
Guarantee. Carolina Waste
Services. 910-673-4285(HAUL).

RE-SURFACE GRAVEL DRIVE-
WAYS – Prune crape myrtles,
cutback pampas grass, leaf
removal, general clean-ups, pine
straw and pine mulch delivered
and/or spread, roof and gutters
cleaned, hedges trimmed, and
mowing services available. Call
Rick at 910-639-5206 for details.




CREATIVE CUSTOMWORK –
“The Decorator’s Workshop”
Custom made Window Treat-
ments, Bedding, Cushions, and
Slipcovers. All made right here
with the attention to detail
demanded by the best designers!
Pam Wasilewski, 336 McDougall
Drive, Seven Lakes. 
Call 673-2500.

SEVEN LAKES DENTAL STU-
DIO – Repairs of dentures, acrylic
partials, and relines. Same day
service available. All work will
be done only through your local
dentist. Tom Wasilewski, 336
McDougall Drive, Seven Lakes.
673-1613.

TREE SERVICE — ALLEN &
SON TREE SERVICE. Topping,
trimming, complete removal,
clean-up, insured, 24 hour serv-
ice. Free estimates, senior citizen
discounts. Call James M. Allen
at 910-974-7629 (Home) or 910-
572-6818 (Cell).        tfn 12/7




 





PAWS & CLAWS PET SITTING
– Serving Seven Lakes since
2005. Accredited, Bonded,
Insured & Local Resident. Call
(910) 603-8285 for FREE con-
s u l t a t i o n . V i s i t
www.paws_clawspetsitting.webs.
com In home service. Ask for
SL Times discount!         tfn 7/6





  

   




  


TURN YOUR USED BOAT
INTO CASH — People are look-
ing to purchase good condition
used    boats. Let us connect you
to the prospective buyers. Call
Jeff at 910-673-1440 or Lynn
at 

DONATE YOUR BOAT TO THE
NONPROFIT MATTAMUSKEET
FOUNDATION – Tax deduction
for fair market value. No mid-
dleman. Call Lewis Forrest at  
252-746-4221.

PONTOON, BASS, SKI, DECK
& SALTWATER BOATS —
Over 250 boats in stock. 33
years in the Marine business.
Only 25 minutes from Seven
Lakes. Chatlee Boat & Marine,
Sanford. Call 919-775-7259.

NEW & USED PONTOONS
AND SKI BOATS — Call Seven 
Lakes Marine. 673-1440.

BOATS FOR SALE – Need a
boat? Choplin’s Got It! Ski–
Wakeboard–Deck–Pontoon–
Bass and Saltwater Boats. Full
service to Seven Lakes area
only a few minutes away. Choplin
Marine in Sanford. Call 919-
776-1004 or www.chopl in
boats.com

 Seven Lakes Times
                March 18, 2011

COMPLETE COMPUTER
& NETWORKING SOLUTIONS

Computers • Networking • Phone Systems
• Residential & Business Computer Repair, Upgrade, & Maintenance

• Network Installation and Support for Residential and Business Settings
• Phone System Installation & Support for Residential & Business

• VoIP Phone System Design & Installation
• Internet Service Expert (Cable, DSL, & Dial-Up)

Certifications In:
Cisco • Microsoft • Linux

Contact Chris at (910) 295-0614

SEVEN LAKES U-STORE IT 

BEHIND 
EXXON IN 

SEVEN LAKES 

ALL SIZES 
AVAILABLE 
910-673-2828 

Why are we so busy?
• State of the art body shop & service.
• Tire & Oil change competitive pricing.
• Hand-picked pre-owned cars certified by Carfax.
• The fairest pricing on all vehicles.

Stop by today to see for yourself why we’re the dealer of 
choice for so many people.

BILL SMITH
Southern Pines • 692-8765

www.billsmithford.com

Advertise in The Times
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112 COTTAGE GROVE $175,000
3BD/2BA MLS#140922

SEVEN LAKES NORTH

6 CUMMINGS COURT $239,000
3BD/2BA MLS#142222

FOXFIRE VILLAGE

LINDA CRISWELL
BROKER/REALTOR©

910.783.7374
lccriswell@earthlink.net

www.lindacriswell.com
Your 7 Lakes Neighbor!

Almost !ve thousand square feet of luxurious living for at foreclosure bargain
price.  Parade of Homes Gold Medal Winner in the $1 Million to $1.5 Million cate-
gory! Two story home with formal dining, gourmet kitchen, radiant heat "ooring,
study, and huge media/family room on second level complete with kitchenette.
Beautiful, must see home. 

Impressive New Construction!
$859,900    4 Bd/4.5 Ba

54 Royal County Down, National Country Club

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL
REAL ESTATE SERVICES FOR OVER 40 YEARS
www.prudentialpinehurst.com

ONE BUCKHORN RD $180,000
2BD/2BA MLS#141924

FOXFIRE GOLF FRONT

NEW LISTING!

12 WILDWOOD LANE $229,900
3BD/2.5BA MLS#139085

FOXFIRE VILLAGE EAST

247 LONGLEAF DRIVE $220,000
3BD/2.5BA MLS#141798

7 LAKES WEST

102 RUSTIC DRIVE $154,000
3BD/2BA MLS#138934

7 LAKES NORTH

PENDING!

PENDING!

161 MORRIS DRIVE $585,000
3BD/3BA MLS#139434

7 LAKES WEST WATERFRONT

188 PAULA COURT $374,900
3BD/2.5BA MLS#142444

SL WEST GOLF FRONT

NEW LISTING!

DAVID G. BALL
BROKER/REALTOR©

910.975.1487
balldg@mac.com

www.ballncrealestate.com
Always Working For You!

Nestled on a cul-de-sac, provides for peace, privacy and convenience. Within
walking distance of the Fox!re Golf Club and community amenities which include
pool, tennis and walking trails. Enjoy the well designed entertainment spaces in-
cluding hearth room and adjoining library.

12 Wildwood Lane - Fox!re Village East

Nestled on a Cul-de-Sac
$229,900  3 Bd/2.5 Ba

UUPP TTOO FFOORRTTYY PPEERRCCEENNTT

Call 215-8150 For Appointment And Quote. Many Discounts Available.
Located 1/4 Mile West of Olmsted Village. On Hwy. 211 West

Please Call My Office for
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Jim Leach/Agent
• New Lower Auto Rates

Let’s Talk . . .
Another State Farm
Auto Rate Decrease!


